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 THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Namaste Atithi,

Welcome onboard!

Summer is in full swing, and this is the best time for 

a great escape to Tibet, the Roof of The World. We 

are now delighted to offer three weekly direct flights 

to Lhasa, the capital city. This offers you a perfect 

destination for a summer vacation to connect people 

and boost bilateral trade and tourism. 

At the heart of our service is the commitment to 

providing a convenient travel experience. Therefore, 

we are delighted to announce the launch of our 

mobile application. On May 22, 2024, we launched 

the Himalaya Airlines Mobile Application to enhance 

your travel experience. Now available on both iOS 

and Android, the app is designed to make air travel 

easier and more comfortable for you. We've already 

received positive feedback from many users, and we 

look forward to seeing you enjoy the convenience of 

travelling with us using our new app.

In this spirit of enhancing your travel experience, 

we are thrilled to present the latest edition of Danfe 

Inflight Entertainment Magazine (Issue-19). This 

edition offers a rich collection of captivating contents, 

including travelogues, interviews, and features on the 

Teej festival. You will discover fascinating destinations 

like Doha, a city where history, culture, and gastronomy 

blend seamlessly, and Kuala Lumpur, the vibrant heart 

of Malaysia.

Similarly, you will join us for an insightful cricket 

discussion with Gyanendra Malla, former captain of 

Nepal's National Cricket Team, and be inspired by the 

journey of Toya Neupane, who transformed from a 

foreign migrant worker to a successful entrepreneur. 

We deeply appreciate your continued support, trust, 

and patronage. 

See you again on our next flight.

Thank you,

ZHOU ENYONG

PRESIDENT
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FESTIVAL/EVENT

CALENDAR

In Nepali culture, Shrawan is devoted to Lord Shiva 
and the first day is marked as Sawane Sankranti. 
This first day of Shrawan features family gatherings 
and celebrations. During Shrawan women of all 
ages celebrate Shiva by wearing green, fasting for 
long life and harmony.

(JULY-SEPTEMBER)

16st July
SAWANE SANKRANTI

Janai Purnima is a Hindu festival with family 
feasts of Kwati and men renewing their Janai. 
People visit Shiva temples and observe Shaman 
culture, performing rites at Kumbeshwar in Patan, 
Gosaikunda in Langtang, and Charikot in Dolakha.

19th August
JANAI PURNIMA

Gai Jatra is a festival in Kathmandu Valley 
celebrating loved ones who have passed away. 
Families send children dressed as cows to parade 
in the streets, symbolizing remembrance and 
easing grief. 

"Gai" means cow and is considered a goddess 
symbolizing wealth in Hinduism.

20th August
GAI JATRA

Krishna Ashtami celebrates Lord Krishna's 
birthday. He is revered as a manifestation of Lord 
Vishnu, known for teaching the value of karma to 
Arjuna in the Bhagavad Gita. 

26th  August
KRISHNA ASHTAMI
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Teej is a three-day festival celebrated by women in 
Nepal around August or September. Women wear 
red sarees and accessories, sing folk songs, and dance. 
Married women are invited to their maternal homes 
for feasting, making Teej a significant occasion.

6th September
HARITALIKA TEEJ

Indra Jatra is an eight-day festival in September, 
cherished by the Newar community in Kathmandu 
Valley. It kicks off the autumn festival season with 
the erection of a pine pole at Basantapur Square, 
by the old Hanuman Dhoka Palace.

17th September
INDRA JATRA
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H9 CORPORATE NEWS

Himalaya Airlines, committed to its core CSR objective of Societal Responsibility, continued 
its annual "Step Towards Education" campaign this year as well. Since 2017, this initiative 

has been a foundation of Himalaya Airlines’ Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) efforts, 
empowering the underprivileged children of Prayas Nepal through the educational supplies 
support annually along with other required items. 

Coinciding with the beginning of the Academic Session, on April 10, 2024, Ms. Ujjwala Dali, 
Head of Department – Brand, handed over the essential educational materials, including course 
books, notebooks, school bags, and shoes etc. to the children of Prayas Nepal. 

 “Step Towards Education” 
Himalaya Airlines’

CSR campaign 
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H9 CORPORATE NEWS

This year's campaign also featured an 
inspiring field trip to the Aviation Museum in 
Sinamangal, Kathmandu, where the children 
received a guided tour of the collection of 
various types of aircraft peeking briefly into 
the aviation history. 

On the occasion, Ms. Ujjwala Dali 
emphasized, "At Himalaya Airlines, we believe 
in the transformative power of experiential 
education in shaping future leaders. Our 
'Step Towards Education' campaign not only 
provides educational support but also seeks 
to inspire and guide the children through 
unique experiences of knowledge gaining and 
sharing."

Ms. Mani Joshi, President of Prayas Nepal, 
added, "We are deeply grateful to Himalaya 

Airlines for their unwavering support. The 
field trip to the Aviation Museum has left a 
lasting impression, contributing to both their 
academic growth and broader horizons."

Prayas Nepal located at baluwatar was 

established in 2003 with a fore thought to 

empower the underprivileged children through 

education, awareness and skillful training. The 

organization is running a children’s home for 

orphan, abandoned and physically challenged 

children from different parts of Nepal for last 

two decades.

By providing the underprivileged children the 
first-hand exposure to the world of aviation, 
H9 aimed to ignite their curiosity, and 
broaden their horizons beyond the traditional 
classroom learning.





You can now reach out to SHARE WITH US your flight experience by sending us an email at

customercare@himalaya-airlines.com
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xfdLn] xfd|f H9 kl/jf/sf s]xL k'?if ;b:ox¿nfO{ tLh kj{sf] af/]df ;f]Rbf jxfFx?n] ;f]Rg] klxnf] s'/f 
s] xf] eg]/ ;f]w]sf lyofF} . jxfFx?sf] pQ/ o; k|sf/sf] lyof] M

tLhn] /ftf] ;f/Ldf ;lhP/ dlxnfx¿ gfrufg ub}{ 
j|t a;L cfgf kltsf] ;':jf:Yo / ;'vL hLjgsf] 
sfdgf ub}{ u/]sf] ;Demgf NofpF5 . 
–clgz hf]zL, jfl0fHo, cfO{6L tyf u|fp08 ck/];g ljefu

tLhsf] af/]df ;f]FRbf d]/f] lbdfudf cfpg] klxnf] 
s'/f eg]s} /ftf] /+u xf] . 
–pd]z a'9fyf]sL, of]hgf, ljQ tyf cfGtl/s n]vfk/LIf0f 

ljefu

tLh kj{sf] af/]df d]/f] lbdfudf cfpg] klxnf] s'/f 
eg]s} d]/f] 3/sf dlxnf ;b:ox¿nfO{ pkjf;sf] 
;dodf cf/fd lbP/ jxfFx¿n] ug]{ b}lgs sfo{sf] 
lhDd]jf/L lng] / Úb/ vfg] lbgÚ df jxfFx¿nfO{ 
dgkg]{ ld7fO{x¿ v'jfpg' xf].
–/fd/d0f ef:s/, dfgj ;+;fwg ljefu

H9

rf8kj{sf ld7f ;Demgf
pairvaarkae

tLh eGg]lalQs} d]/f] :d[lt ;'dw'/ afnfkgdf 
k'u]/ 6Ss cl8G5 . tLh cfpg'eGbf klxn] g} 3/, 
6f]nl5d]sdf lbbLalxgL hDdf eP/ /dfOnf] 
u/]sf], clg afn;'ne pdË, xiff]{Nnf;;lxt 
tLhsf] lbg gofF n'uf nufP/ /dfOnf] x]g{ uPsf] 
If0f cem} klg dfg;k6ndf tfh} 5 . cfh klg 
o:t} rf8kj{sf a]nf cfkm" hGd]x's]{sf] 7fpFdf 
/dfOnf]df ;l/s x'g gkfpFbf Gof;|f] nfu]/ 
cfpF5 .  
– ljdn uf}td, ;/sf/L ;DaGw tyf sfg"gL dfldnf 

ljefu

d]/f] lbdfudf tLh eGgf;fy dlxnfx? cfgf] 
klt jf efjL >Ldfg\\sf] ;':jf:Yosf] nflu 
a:g] j|t / /ftf] ;f8L, r'/f / kf]t]df pgLx?sf] 
;f}Gbo{sf] ;Demgf lbnfpF5.
–Uofn5]g df]Qmfg, dd{t tyf O{lGhlgol/ª\ ljefu

Photo by: Angad Dhakal
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xl/tflnsf tLh cyf{t\ lxGb' dlxnfx¿sf] ljz]if kj{sf] lbg 
xf] . x/]s jif{ ef› s[i0fkIf t[tLofsf lbg xl/tflnsf tLh 
kj{ dgfOG5 .xl/tflnsf -tLh_ kj{ b]jflbb]j dxfb]jsf] 
k"hf cf/fwgf u/L dgfOG5 . ef› z'Sn t[tLofdf j|t a;L 
lzj kfj{tLsf] k"hf, pkf;gf u/]df kfl/jfl/s ;'v, zflGt 
/ sNof0fsf] k|flKt x'g] wfld{s ljZjf; 5 . tLhsf] lbg 
;gftg wd{ dfGg] dlxnfx¿n] lbge/ j|t a:g] / ;fFem k"hf 
u/]/ kmnfxf/ ug]{ / ef]ln laxfg dfq ef]hg ug]{ k/Dk/f 
5 . tLhsf] j|t cGo j|teGbf s8f dflgG5 . ljjflxt / 
cljjflxt dlxnfx¿ tLhsf] j|t a:g] ub{5g\ .

tLhsf] lbg j|t a;L lzjkfj{tLsf] k"hf, pkf;gf u/]df ;'v, 
zflGt / sNof0fsf] k|flKt x'g] wfld{s ljZjf; 5 . klt clg 
kl/jf/sf] /Iffy{ tLhsf] j|t a;]sf gf/Lx¿sf] c6n ;f}efUo 
/ ;bf;j{bf el/e/fp sf]vsf nflu eujfg\ :jod\ wtL{df 
em5{g\ eGg] efg x'G5 . cl3nf] lbgsf] b/sf] e/df tLhsf] 
cf:yf / k/Dk/fsf] Pp6f ;Åbo cr{gf ul/G5, lg/fxf/ 
/ lgh{nf j|t a:g] rng x'Fb} cfPsf] eP klg cfhef]ln 
g]kfnL lbbL– alxgLx¿n] cfˆgf] :jf:y ;'xfpFbf] tj/n] 
;xh / ;/n j|t a:g] ug{'ePsf] 5 .

lg/fxf/, hnfxf/ / kmnfxf/ u/L tLhsf] j|tsf tLg lsl;d 
x'G5g\ . ;Sg]n] lg/fxf/, g;Sg]n] hnfxf/ / Tof] klg g;Sg]n] 
kmnfxf/ j|t ug{ ;lsG5 . :jf:Yo 7Ls gx'g]n] ux'Fsf] /f]6L, 
ds}sf] /f]6L, :ofp, ;'Gtnf, s]/fh:tf kmnfxf/ u/]/ klg j|t 
a:g ;lsG5 . lrlsT;sn] ;d]t cfˆgf] :jf:Yosf] Vofn 
u/]/ dfq j|t a:g cfu|x ub}{ cfPsf 5g\ .

tLhsf] nx/ 
cfof] a/L n}===
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Photo by: Angad Dhakal
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tLh oxLF a]nfb]lv ;'? ePsf] 
eGg] 7\ofSs} ldlt lgwf{/0f t ug{ 
;lsFb}g t}klg of] ef/tjif{ ljz]if u/L 
pQ/ ef/t Pj+d\ g]kfndf kf}/fl0fs 
sfnb]lv g} rlncfPsf] ljZjf; 
5 . tLh ef/teGbf g]kfnd} a9L 
rn]sf] kj{ xf] . g]kfnL ;dfhdf of] 
kj{sf] df}lns :j¿k ljsf; ePsf] 
x'gfn] tLh ljz'4 g]kfnL kj{ xf] / of] 
g]kfnsf dlxnfx¿n] dfq dgfpF5g\ 
eGg ;lsG5 . g]kfnL hghLjgsf] 
;fdflhs, wfld{s, ;f+:s[lts cflb 
klxrfg JoQm ug]{ of] kj{n] g]kfnL 
dlxnfx¿sf] Oltxf;nfO{ af]s]sf] 5 h'g 
ljleGg ¿kn] of] kj{dfkm{t\ k|s6 x'G5 .

wfld{s ljZjf;cg';f/ ;Too'udf 
lxdfnok'qL kfj{tLn] uf}/L3f6df a;L 
tk:of u/]/ >L dxfb]j klt kfpg] 
j/bfg kfPsL lyOg\ t/ lktf lxdfnon] 
kfj{tLsf] OR5fljk/Lt lji0f'l;t ljjfx 
ul/lbg vf]h]kl5 ;fyLx¿nfO{ cfˆgf] 
;d:of ;'gfOg\ .

kfj{tL ;d:ofdf k/]sf] yfxf kfPkl5 
pgsf ;fyLx¿n] x/0f u/]/ nuL 
s;}n] gb]Vg] 7fpFdf n'sfP/ /flvlbP . 
;fyLx¿n] n'sfPs} 7fpFdf kfj{tLn] 
lg/fxf/ j|t u/L dxfb]jnfO{ kltsf 
¿kdf k|fKt ul/g\ . kfj{tLn] dxfb]jnfO{ 
>Ldfg\sf ¿kdf kfpg !)& hGd;Dd 
3f]/ tk:of u/]kl5 !)* cf}F}+ hGddf dfq 
pgsf] tk:of k"/f ePsf] s'/f ljleGg 
zf:qdf pNn]v 5 .

kfj{tLn] lzjhL j/sf ?kdf k|fKt 
u/f}F}+ eg]/ dgf]sfdgf /fv]/ tLhsf] 
j|t a;]kl5 tLhsf] rng rn]sf] 
hgljZjf; /lxcfPsf] 5 . tLhsf] 
lbgdf lzj dlGb/ / lzjfnox¿df 
bz{gfyL{sf] ljz]if le8 x'G5 . nueu 

tLhsf] lbg kz'kltgfy dlGb/ kl/;/ 
/ftf] /+udf ;lhPsf xlif{t, pT;flxt 
ljjflxt, cljjflxt dlxnfx¿sf] 
afSn} pkl:ylt x'g] ub{5 .

;+:s[t efiffsf …xl/tÚ / …cflnsfÚ 
b'O{j6f zAb ldn]/ xl/tflnsf zAb 
ag]sf] 5, h;df …xl/tÚ zAbsf] cy{ 
x/0f ul/Psf] / …cflnsfÚ zAbsf] cy{ 
;fyL eGg] x'G5 .

tLhsf] cl3Nnf] /ft cyf{t\ låtLofsf 
lbg b/ vfOG5 . tLhsf lbg j|t 
al;G5 . rf}yLsf lbg :gfg u/L j|t 
;dfKt u/]/ vfgf vfOG5 eg] tLhsf] 
t];|f] lbg cyf{t\ Clifk~rdLsf lbg 
j|tfn' dlxnfx¿n] #^% j6f bltjgn] 
bfFt dfem]/ df6f] n]kg u/L :gfg 
u5{g\ . df6f] n]kgn] 5fnfdf x'g] PnhL{ 
x6fpF5 . k~rdLsf lbg c?GwtL;lxt 
sZok, clq, ef/åfh, ljZjfldq, 
uf}td, hdblUg tyf jlzi7 Clifsf] 
k"hf u/L xnf]n] ghf]t]sf] cGgsf] eft 
/ Ps ;'O/] eP/ pd|g] ss{nf] cflbsf] 
t/sf/L jf PsbnLo cGg dfq vfOG5 . 
of] lbg >Ldfg\n] ksfPsf] ef]hg vfP 
cfk;L cfTdLotf Pj+ ;b\efj a9\g] 
ljZjf; 5 .

tLhsf] ;fFem !)* ;'t]aQL lbof] 
k|Hhjng ul/G5 / tL lbklzvfx¿ 
/ftel/ g} aNg'kg]{ hgljZjf; /xL 
cfPsf] 5 . 

tLhsf] /f}gsdf yk pT;fx eg]sf] 
tLhsf nf]sefsfx¿ clg df}lns 
;ËLtx¿ x'g\ . x/]s jif{ ;of}+ tLhsf 
gofF efsfx¿ cfpg] ub{5g\ / tLhsf] 
pT;fxdf km/s ;f+uLlts x:tfIf/ u/]/ 
hfG5g\ .

tLhnfO{ dlxnfx¿sf] rf8 eg]/ 
lgs} n]k nufOP klg k'?if / dlxnfx¿ 
b'j}sf nflu of] rf8 Psbd} dxTjk"0f{{ 
5 . dlxnfx¿n] h;/L cfˆgf] >Ldfg\ / 
eljiodf x'g] >Ldfg\sf] nflu j|t a:g] 
tLhh:tf] rf8sf] cj;/ k|bfg ul/Psf] 
5 t/ k'?ifx?sf nflu eg] dlxnfk|lt 
;dlk{t o:tf] s'g} j|t of rf8sf] 
Oltxf; 5}g . tyflk k'?ifx?n] cfˆgf] 
lhDd]jf/L jxg u/]/ dlxnfx¿k|lt yk 
lhDd]jf/, dfof / ;b\efj a9fP/ cfˆgf] 
:g]x afFr'~h]n k|jfx ug{ ;Sb5g\  .

tLhsf] lbg r]nL clg dfOtLsf] 
ljz]if ;DaGw 5 . tLhsf] /f}gs 
dfOtsf] cfFugh:tf] c? s'g} 7fFpdf 
x'g} ;Sb}g . dlxnfx¿nfO{ dfOtLsf] 
ljz]if :g]x x'G5, dfOtLsf] cfFugdf 
tLhsf] pT;fx clg rxnkxn / ;Ë}sf 
;ËLx¿sf ;fy dfOtL ufpFsf cfkmGt 
lk|ohgx¿;+usf] e]63f6 nufotsf 
/dfOnf ultljlwx¿ tLhsf] ;lbof}+b]lv 
rlncfPsf] hLjGt ;+:s[lt xf] .

tLh afnLgfnL /f]lk;s]kl5 s]xL 
km';{bsf] ;dodf dgfOg] ePsfn] of] 
kj{n] cfk;L k|]d a9fpg] u/]sf] 5 . 
ljjfx eP/ 6f9f k'u]sf lbbLalxgLaLr 
e]6 u/fP/ of] kj{n] pgLx¿sf] dg 
xn'sf kfg{ / ;'v–b'Mvsf s'/fsfgL 
ug]{ cj;/;d]t h'6fOlbG5 . o;} u/L 
afnLgfnL nufO;s]kl5 s]xL km';{bsf] 
;dodf dfOtLaf6 afa' jf bfh'efO uP/ 
5f]/Lr]nLnfO{ e]6\g] / ;s];Dd dfOtL 
lnP/ kms{g] ePsf]n] dfOtL / r]nLsf] 
;DaGwnfO{ cem dha't agfpF5 .
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Shibha Joshi
Kathmandu - Kuala Lumpur

Team is very kind and professional. They 
provided exceptional service. Check in was 
breeze :)
Food was delicious. Team is awesome..!

Ke Xu
Qingdao - Kathmandu

Flight Cabin Crew are very friendly and 
helpful. It's been really nice to fly with 
Himalaya Airlines. Such a nice experience.

Shushil Thapa
Kathmandu - Doha

Pleased with service of cabin crew. Overall 
it was great experience. Thank you.

Shukra Babu Ghimire
Doha - Kathmandu

Crew response found satisfactory. Thanks 
for the service. Keep it up.

Dr Tsherinf Lama
Kathmandu

My first ever flight with Himalaya airlines 
really enjoyed the smooth flight with great 
crew members. Will fly soon with the airline 
in other destination. Thank you and keep it 
up. Great Service!!
With every best wishes...

Yeoh Slew Heah
Kathmandu - Kuala Lumpur

I read the comment about cabin crew 
performance. I like to note down that cabin 
crew did a good job ensuring passenger 
land here safely. They were polite, smiley in 
doing so, good job...

Narayan Prasad Pokhrel
Doha - Kathmandu

It was a great journey with Himalaya 
Airlines. I fly multiple times with Himalaya 
Airlines, specially this year I flew 3 times 
with H9. Cabin Crew member were sweet. 
They treat us as family. Thank you. They are 
such a great team and glad they are a part 
of H9.

SHARE WITH US
#himalayaairlines

19DANFEwww.himalaya-airlines.com
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AVIATION UPDATE

Do you Know?

KLM is the oldest airline in the world established in 
1919 and still operating under its original name. It 
flew its first scheduled service, between Amsterdam 
and London, on May 17, 1920.

Source: Yahoo.com

Pan Am, Qantas and British Airways claim that 
invented business class.  However,  The first airline 
to offer a full business class service, different 
seating from economy and first class and a different 
class of fare, was Qantas, which launched the first 
true business class in 1979.

Source: www.executivetraveller.com

About 1/3 of your taste buds are numbed while flying. 
Maybe that meal was not bland after all? Several 
factors on the plane — including the background 
noise, pressurized cabin, and dry air — all suppress 
your ability to taste sweet and salty food by at 
least 30%, some data says up to 70%. It’s interesting 
that while we lose our sweet and salty senses, “sour, 
bitter and spicy flavours are almost unaffected.

Source: www.oldmagazinearticles.com

It is estimated that an air traveller can lose 
approximately 1.5 litres of water in the body during a 
three-hour flight. 

Source: www.floridamemory.com
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AVIATION UPDATE

IATA reports 97% passenger 
satisfaction 

Task Force Recommends 
Monetisation of TIA to Raise 
Funds for Nijgadh Airport

A government task force has 
recommended monetizing Tribhuvan 

International Airport (TIA) property to fund 
the construction of an international airport 
in Nijgadh.

The task force suggests using a lease, 
operation, and transfer (LOT) model 
under a Public-Private Partnership (PPP). 
The recommended company should have 
experience in asset monetization, have 
operated at least one international airport 
under the LOT model, and possess assets of 
at least USD 1 billion.

The report also highlights that 25 Indian 
airports under the Airports Authority of 
India are set for asset monetization from 
2022 to 2025 through India's National 
Monetization Pipeline. Thirteen of these 
airports will be developed, managed, and 
operated via the PPP model.

Bhubaneswar, Varanasi, Amritsar, Trichy, 
Indore, Calicut, Coimbatore, Nagpur, Patna, 
Madurai, Udaipur, Dehradun, Rajahmundry 
airports are in this pipeline. 

The Airports Authority of India has 
identified 13 airports to be operated, 
managed and developed through the PPP 
model.

The International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) reveals that the 

world's airlines are delivering a satisfactory 
experience to 97% of their passengers. 
This is a vast improvement over the early 
post-pandemic period. The IATA Passenger 
Survey was conducted between March 29 
and April 14, 2024, surveying the 6,500 
passengers using air travel in the last 12 
months. The survey showed that 97% of 
these passengers were satisfied flying 
through various IATA member carriers. 

The responses included from air travellers in 
Australia, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, 
India, Japan, Singapore, the United Arab 
Emirates, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, the Netherlands, Indonesia, Spain 
and China.

Likewise, IATA's April traffic report 
shows that global passenger demand, as 
measured by revenue passenger kilometres 
(RPKs), grew 11% year-on-year. The report 
demonstrates that in April, the number 
of available seat kilometres (ASKs) grew 
by 9.6% and the passenger load factor 
increased to 82.4%, a one percentage point 
improvement compared to April 2023. Of 
the world's regions, Europe had the highest 
load factor of 83.8%, followed by North 
America (83.0%), Asia-Pacific (82.4%), 
Latin America (82.2%), Middle East 
(79.2%) and Africa (73.4%).

21DANFE



22 DANFE www.himalaya-airlines.com

AVIATION UPDATE

In the upcoming budget for 2081-82, 
the government of Nepal has allocated 

Rs 3.77 billion for the development of 
civil aviation infrastructure. Key initiatives 
include the commencement of construction 
for a second terminal at Tribhuvan 
International Airport and the expansion of 
Bharatpur Airport, with NPR 360 million 
allocated for completion next year. 

The Nijgadh International Airport is 
planned for construction through a public-
private partnership in the next financial 
year. Additionally, non-operational 
domestic airports like Lamidanda, 
Manang, Rumjatar, and Baitadi will be 
repurposed for adventure tourism activities, 
including paragliding, parachuting, sky 
diving, and ultralight flights.

Nepal Government Allocates 
Rs 3.77 Billion for Civil Aviation 
Development in FY 2081-82 
Budget

Image Source: www.avic-kdn.com/

TIA to Close for 10 Hours 
Daily from November

Tribhuvan International Airport (TIA) 
in Kathmandu will undergo significant 
operational changes starting November 8, 
as announced by the TIA office. To facilitate 
crucial infrastructure upgrades, including 
runway, taxiway, and parking bay extension, 
the airport will close for 10 hours daily from 
10 PM to 8 AM. This schedule will be in 
effect for five months, ending on March 31.

During this period, TIA will reduce its 
operating hours to 14 hours a day, compared 
to its current schedule of 6 AM to 2 AM. 
This temporary adjustment is necessary to 
accommodate the extensive construction 
work required to enhance the airport's 
facilities, the airport office shared in a 
statement.

The nighttime closure will necessitate airlines 
to revise their flight schedules, potentially 
affecting both international and domestic 
flights. Passengers are advised to stay 
informed about changes to their travel plans 
and coordinate with their respective airlines.

Photo by: Sunil Sharma
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AVIATION UPDATE

US lawmakers strike deal to 
boost aviation safety, will not 
raise pilot retirement age

US House and Senate negotiators reached a 
deal to increase air traffic controller staffing 
and funding to prevent runway incidents. How-
ever, they decided against raising the airline 
pilot retirement age from 65 to 67, despite the 
House's earlier vote in favour.

Expensive Airfares Impacting Tourist Arrivals in Nepal

In the first half of 2024, nearly 
600,000 foreign tourists 

visited Nepal, with the Nepal 
Tourism Board (NTB) reporting 
an actual figure of 583,016. 
Despite an overall improvement 
in tourist arrivals compared to 
the previous year, a notable 
decrease was observed in June, 
following a peak in March and 
April, considered prime months 
for mountain climbing and 
trekking.

March and April saw tourist 
numbers exceeding 100,000 per month, but 
this trend did not continue into May. According 
to NTB data, tourist arrivals in June dropped 
to 76,736 from 90,211 in May.

Tourism entrepreneurs expressed that the price 
hike of airfares post government charging 13% 
VAT on flight tickets has contributed to such 
decline. 

They have a view that several contributing 
factors to the high airfare costs, including the 
government's inclusion of a 13% Value Added 
Tax (VAT) on air tickets, elevated airport 
parking fees, and the overall high price of air 
travel. They believe that until these costs are 
reduced, significant improvements in tourist 
arrivals will be unlikely.
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tf]of Gof}kfg]

g]kfndf y'k|} ;Defjgfx¿ 5g\ 
s[kar[tmak s[aec[

x/]s s'/fsf] gsf/fTds / ;sf/fTds b'j} kIf x'G5g t/ cfgf] b]z 
kmlsF{bf Tof] ;sf/fTdstf lnP/ cfpg'xf];\ / lglZrt ¿kdf g]kfnsf klg 
w]/} ;sf/fTds kIfx¿ 5g\ . 
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;'gsf]zL ufpFkflnsf, 
l;Gw'kfNrf]ssf :yfoL lgjf;L tf]of 
Gof}kfg] xfn eQmk'/ lydLdf a:b} 
cfPsf 5g\ . @@ jif{ x'Fbf cfk|jf;L 
sfdbf/ eP/ s'j]t k'u]sf pgn] $ jif{ 
pt} sfd u/]/ g]kfn kms{bf ;'?jftdf 
sflndf6Ldf ls/fgf k;n ;'? u/] 
/ kl5 gofF afg]Zj/df >LdtLsf] 
;xof]udf Sofkm] ;~rfng u/]sf 
lyP . pgn] Sofkm] af6} eQmk'/df 3/ 
klg hf]8] . & jif{kl5 Sofkm] laqmL 
u/]/ @)&& ;fndf #& jif{sf] pd]/df 
Gof}kfg]n] xfd|f] lrof 3/ ;'?jft u/]sf 
x'g\ . xfdLn] Gof}kfg]nfO{ xfd|f] lrof 
3/df e]6\g] / s'/f ug]{ df}sf kfof}+ hxfF 
pgL cfˆgL >LdtL;Fu u|fxsx¿nfO{ 
ld7f] lrof v'jfpFb}} lyP . c+zx¿M 

tkfO{+n] cfk|jf;L sfdbf/sf] ¿kdf 
slt jif{ / s'g–s'g b]zx?df 
sfd ug{'eof]] <

cfk|jf;L sfdbf/sf] ¿kdf d}n] 
s'j]tdf dfq sfd u/] . cfh eGbf !* 
jif{ cufl8 cfk|jf;L sfdbf/ eP/ d 
s'j]t uPsf] lyPF . ToxfF d}n] $ jif{ 
kmf:6km"8 /]:6'/fFdf sfd u/] . ;'?df 
d}n] efG;fsf] sfdbf/sf] ¿kdf / kl5 
Sofl;o/sf] ¿kdf sfd u/]FF . 

tkfO+{nfO{ s'j]taf6 kmls{P/ xfd|f] 
lrof 3/ ;'? ug{ s] s'/fn] 
pTk|]l/t u¥of]< 

s'j]taf6 kms{bf d ;sf/fTds ;f]r 
lnP/ cfPsf] lyPF . dnfO{ ljZjf; 
lyof] ls d;Fu ePsf] ;Lldt ;Lk 
/ ;|f]tx¿af6 klg d}n] g]kfndf 
s]xL gofF ;'?jft ug{ ;S5' . oxL 
;sf/fTds ;f]raf6 k|]l/t eP/ 
cfkm'n] s'j]tdf l;s]sf ;Lk / 
hfg]sf s]xL s'/f ;Fu} cfˆgf] ;Lldt 
nufgL / ;|f]t hf]8]/ kl/jf/sf] ;fyn] 
xfd|f] lrof 3/sf] ;'?jft u/]sf] x'F .

cfk|jf;L sfdbf/ x'Fb} :yfgLo 
Joj;foL ;Ddsf] tkfO{{+sf] ofqf 
s:tf] /Xof] < 

ljb]zdf x'Fbf @–$ s'/f l;Sg] df}sf 
ldNof], k};f sdfpg] df}sf kfP / 
ptf PSn} /xF+bf kl/jf/sf] dxTj klg 
a'em]F . ptf l;s]sf] s'/f oxfF nfu' 
ubf{ kl/jf/sf] ;fy ldNof] . s'g} klg 
Joj;fo ;'? ubf{ kl/jf/sf] ;fy clt 
dxTjk"0f{ x'G5 . cfˆgf] kl/jf/sf] 
;fyn] d}n] ;fgf] Jofkf/ u/]/ yf]/} k};f 
dfq sdfP klg d v'zL 5' / $–% 
hgf efO–alxgLx¿nfO{ ;d]t /f]huf/L 
lbg kfPsf] 5' ;fob pgLx? klg v'zL 
g} 5g\ . ;a} s'/f s'j]taf6 g]kfn 
kmls{+bf d}n] ;f]r] h:tf] ;sf/fTds 5 
/ kl/jf/sf] ;fyn] cfk|jf;L sfdbf/ 
x'Fb} :yfgLo Joj;foL;Ddsf] d]/f] 
ofqf ;'vb\ g} /x]sf] 5 . 

j}b]lzs /f]huf/Laf6 kms{]/ 
g]kfndf Joj;fo ;~rfng ug{ 
tkfO{Fn] s] s:tf r'gf}tLx¿ ;fdgf 
ug{'k¥of] / ltgLx¿nfO{ s;/L kf/ 
ug{'eof] <

d}n] of] Joj;fo sf]le8–!( 
ns8fpgsf] a]nf ;'? u/]sf] / Tof] 
a]nf w]/} c;xh kl/l:ylt lyof] . 
d}n] xfd|f] lrof 3/ ;~rfng u/]sf] 
of] laNs'n} gofF 7fpF lyof] . oxfF 
s'g} ;+/rgf lyPg / d}n] of] 7fpFdf 
;Defjgf b]v]/ g} hf]lvd lnPF . ;f]xL 
qmddf j8f sfof{nodf Joj;fo btf{ 
ug{ hfbfF s]xL c;xh kl/l:yltx? 
em]Ng' k¥of] / d;Fu Tof] a]nf Tolt w]/} 
nufgL klg lyPg . nufgL gx'Fbfgx'Fb} 
klg d}n] ;'?df ;fgf] ;+/rgfaf6 
Joj;fonfO{ yfnF] / la:tf/} o;nfO{ 
a9fpFb} nu]+ . d]/f] xf]6]n If]qdf nfdf] 
;dosf] cg'ejn] klg dnfO{ ;fy 
lbof] / lrof, a]s/L, k]o kbfy{ / 
cfO;lqmdaf6 ;'? u/]sf] Joj;fodf 

vfhfsf] ;]jf klg yKb} uPF . d ;a} 
;fyLx?nfO{ s] ;'emfj lbg rfxG5' 
eg] olb xfdLn] ;'?d} 7'nf] nIoeGbf 
klg cfˆgf] Ifdtf a'em]/ / tbg';f/ 
s'g} s'/f ;'? u¥ofF} / cfkm"nfO{ To;df 
;dlk{t u¥of}F eg] ;kmntf cjZo  
ldNg] 5 . xfdLn] c¿sf] sfo{ / 
xfl;n u/]sf] ;kmntfsf] s]jn cGw 
¿kdf kl5 nfUg'eGbf klg cfˆgf] 
Ifdtf, ;Lk / ;|f]tx¿ k|of]u u/]/ 
;sf/fTds ;f]rsf ;fy cl3 a9\g 
h?/L x'G5 .

ljb]zdf sfd u/]sf] 
tkfO{Fsf] cg'ejn] xfd|f] lrof 
3/sf] Joj:yfkg / cfˆgf 
sd{rf/Lx¿;Fusf] cGt/lqmof 
ug]{ tl/sfdf s] s:tf] k|efj 
kf/]sf] 5 <

j}b]lzs /f]huf/Ldf /xFbf d}n] l;s]sf] 
Jofj;flostfsf] Pp6f ;sf/fTds 
kIf s] lyof] eGbf xfdLn] sfo{ 
ug]{ /]:6'/fFsf] k|d'vnfO{{ clejfbg 
ubf{ jxfFn] u|fxsx?n] ltdLx¿sf] 
kfl/>lds lbg] xf] eGb} cfkm"nfO{ 
eGbf klg u|fxsnfO{ clejfbg 
ug{ / a9L Wofg Totf lbg ;'emfj 
lbg'x'GYof] . To;} u/L aRrfx? xfd|f] 
eljio / bL3{sfnLg u|fxs x'g\ eg]/ 
a9L x]/rfx ug{ ;a}nfO{ pTk|]l/t klg 
ug{'x'GYof] . of] s'/f d]/f] dgdf u9]sf] 
lyof] . To:t} u/L, d sfd ug]{ l6ddf 
:jfldTjsf] efjgf x'g h?/L 7fGb5' 
/ cfkm} klg Ps ;b:o ePsf]n]] 
sfddf cfkm} klg ;3fpg] ub{5' . 
d}d}n] jxfFx¿nfO{ sd{rf/Lsf] ¿kdf 
eGbf klg xfd|f] lrof 3/kl/jf/sf] 
;b:osf] ¿kdf lrgfpg] u/]sf] 5' . 
Ps sd{rf/Lsf] ¿kdf d]/f] JolQmut 
cg'ejaf6 l;s]/ d}n] s] dx;'; u/]F 
eg], Joj;fo 7"nf] xf];\ jf ;fgf] xf];\, 
sd{rf/Lx¿sf] ;Gt'li6lagf ;kmn x'g 
;Sb}g .
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j}b]lzs /f]huf/Laf6 k|fKt ePsf] cg'ejn] 
g]kfnsf] Joj;flos If]qdf s;/L gjLgtd\ 
/ ;sf/fTds kl/jt{g Nofpg ;lsG5 <

xfdLn] ljb]zdf l;s]sf] sfdnfO{ oxfF g]kfndf 
x'ax' nfu" ug{ c;xh x'G5 . ljb]zdf pks/0f 
/ ljz]if u/L hgzlQmsf] bIftf oxfFsf] t'ngfdf 
kSs} klg a9L x'G5 . dnfO{ cGo /fi6«x¿sf] af/]df 
Tolt hfgsf/L 5}g t/ s'j]tdf w]/} :yfgLox? 
sfof{nodf sfd ub}{gg\ / k|foMh;f] sfdbf/x¿ 
cfk|jf;L x'G5g\ . k|To]s cfk|jf;L sfdbf/ 
dfkb08cg';f/ sfd gubf{ cfˆgf] hflu/ u'Dg] 
8/df x'G5g\ . ToxL eP/ klg OdfGbfl/tfsf ;fy 
sfd u5{g\ . xfd|f] b]zdf ljz]if u/L sd{rf/Lx¿ 
Odfgbf/ geP/ y'k|} snsf/vfgfx¿ aGb eP/ 
b]zsf] pGglt cl3 a9\g g;s]sf] xf] eGg] nfU5 . 
xfdLn] ljb]zdf h;/L g} cfˆgf] sd{k|lt akmfbf/ 
x'g] xf] eg] w]/} If]qdf b]znfO{ cl3 a9fpg ;S5fF} . 
cfk|jf;L sfdbf/sf ¿kdf sfd u/]/ ljb]zaf6 
kmlsF{bf xfdL cfkm';Fu gofF ljrf/, cd'No 
;DaGw, ljZjJofkL 1fg, ;d:ofsf] ;dfwfg ug]{ 
;Lk, ljQLo ;|f]tx¿ ;Fu;Fu} ;fIf/tf / sfd ug]{ 
;f+:s[lts r]tgf;d]t lnP/ cfPsf x'G5f}F / o;n] 
xfd|f] Joj;fo ug]{ tl/sfdf klg lgs} k|efj kg]{ 
ub{5 . 

To;}n] ljb]zdf h] hlt ;Lk l;s]/ sdfpF5f}F, 
To;df bIf eP/ To;nfO{ xfd|f] e"uf]n, jftfj/0f 
/ :yfgLo cj:yfcg';f/ sfof{Gjog ug]{ k|of; 
ug{'k5{ . ljz]if u/L xfdL xfd|f u|fxsx¿nfO{ a9L 
Wofg lbg cfjZos x'G5 / jxfFx¿sf] efjgf a'‰g' 
k5{ . xfd|f] lrof 3/df ljleGg y/Lsf u|fxsx¿ 
cfpg] ug{'x'G5 . sf]xL uf8Ldf cfpg'x'G5 eg] sf]xL 
vfnL v'§fdf ;d]t cfpg'x'G5 . xfdLn] ;a}nfO{ 
;dfj]z x'g] ;]jf / d"No /fv]sf 5fF} . oxfF jl/kl/ 
sl/a !)) j6f lrof k;nx? 5g\ . oBlk, 
xfd|f] ;]jf / xfd|f] clejfbg ug]{ Jojxf/n] ubf{ 
xfdLnfO{ w]/} dfof u/]/ g} xfd|f]df cfpg' x'G5 . 
o;df xf]6ndf sfd u/]sf] d]/f] jiff}{+sf] cg'ejn] 
klg dnfO{ ;fy lbPsf] 5 . xfdL xfd|f ;a} 
u|fxsx¿nfO{ lgoldt lzi6frf/  u5f}{+ / jxfFx¿;Fu 
k|lts[ofx¿ klg lnG5fF} . xfd|f] lrof 3/n] xfn;Dd 
/fd|f] ub}{ cfPsf] 5 / d v'zL 5' .

/f]huf/Lsf nflu g]kfn 5f8]/ j}b]lzs /f]huf/Ldf hfg] ;+Vof 
a9\b} u/]sf] cj:yfdf g]kfn kmls{P/ cfgf] b]zd} s]xL ;'? 
ug]{ ;f]r /fVg' x'g] g]kfnL bfh'–efO÷lbbL–alxgLx¿nfO{ s] 
;Nnfx lbg rfxg'x'G5 <

clxn]] ljz]if t xfd|f] l9nf] p7\g], cfkm' s]xL gug]{]], ;fdflhs 
;~hfndf cNdlng] / ;a} s'/fsf nflu c¿nfO{ dfq bf]if lbg] 
;+:s[ltnfO{ ;'wfg{ h?/L 5 . …vfnL lbdfu z}tfgsf] 3/Ú eg]h:t} 
xfdLn] xfd|f] lbdfu vfnL /fVg' x'Fb}g / s]xL g s]xL sfddf ;+nUg 
x'g'kb{5 . g]kfndf y'k|} ;Defjgfx¿ 5g\, tkfOF{ Ps k6s dfq 
eP klg ljb]z hfg'xf];\, ghfg' elGbFg t/ kms]{/ b]zd} s]xL u5{' 
eGg] dfgl;stf /fVg' k5{ . x/]s s'/fsf] gsf/fTds / ;sf/fTds 
b'j} kIf x'G5g\ t/ cfˆgf] b]z kmlsF{bf Tof] ;sf/fTdstf lnP/ 
cfpg'xf];\ / lglZrt ¿kdf g]kfnsf klg w]/} ;sf/fTds kIfx¿ 
5g\ . ljz]if u/L s'g} klg sfd ;fgf] 7'nf] x'Gg eg]/ xfdLn] 
a'emf}F / cfˆgf] sfd cfkm}n] u5{' eGg] dfgl;stf /fvf}F . ;a}eGbf 
dxTjk"0f{ s'/f c¿;Fu cfkm"nfO{ t'ngf gu/f}F a? cfˆgf] ;Lk, 1fg, 
;|f]tx¿sf] d"NofÍg u/L cfkm'n] ug{ ;Sg] s'/fx¿ ;sf/fTds eP/ 
u/f}F . 7"nf] hf]lvd glnO{sg a? ;fgf]af6 ;'? u/f}F . kl/l:ylt / 
u|fxssf] dfucg';f/ la:tf/} cfˆgf] Joj;fo a9fcf}F . k|f/lDes 
r/0fdf 7"nf] nufgL ubf{ hf]lvdk"0f{ x'g ;S5 / tkfOF{+nfO{ cfly{s 
bafadf k'¥ofpg ;S5 h;n] ubf{ xfdLn] o;sf] ;fdgf ug{ g;Sbf 
sfdx¿ ;xL ¿kdf gug{ ;S5f}F . ljb]zdf a;f]af; ug{'eGbf klg 
oxLF kms]{/ s]xL sfd yfNg] xf] eg] kl/jf/;lxt c¿nfO{ klg 
/f]huf/Lsf] cj;/ lbG5f}F . o;f] ugf{n] tkfOF{ s]xL sfddf nfUg' 
x'g]5, sdfO{sf] cj;/ kfpg' x'g]5 / dh:t} kl/jf/;Fu} hLjg 
latfpg kfpg' x'g]5 .



29DANFEwww.himalaya-airlines.com



30 DANFE www.himalaya-airlines.com

Nepal's aviation sector 
has experienced significant 
advancements recently, 
focusing on modernizing its 
infrastructure to enhance 
international connectivity. Key 
areas of development include:

Modernization of Aviation 
Infrastructure:

Infrastructural 
Developments: Major 
airports, including Tribhuvan 
International Airport (TIA), 
are undergoing substantial 
expansions and upgrades. 
Efforts include terminal 
expansion, runway safety 
initiatives like runway/taxiway 
upgrades, runway extensions, 
improved airfield lighting, and 
the installation of precision 
navigation systems.

Improved Facilitation: TIA 
has enhanced passenger 
facilities, featuring improved 
check-in counters, security 
screening, baggage handling, 
and waiting areas. Additional 
upgrades include new parking 
facilities, upgraded lounges, 
and the provision of free Wi-
Fi and charging stations.

Ground Services: Upgrades 
in ground support services 
and infrastructure encompass 
fueling stations, maintenance 
facilities, and airport 
logistics, aiming to streamline 
operations and reduce 
turnaround times.

Similarly, to reduce the 
burden on TIA and promote 
regional development, 
Nepal marked a significant 
achievement in its aviation 

history by inaugurating its 
second international airport 
outside of the capital on May 
16, 2022. Located in Lumbini, 
Gautam Buddha International 
Airport (GBIA) features 
a harmonious blend of 
modernity and functionality. 
The airport boasts state-
of-the-art infrastructure, 
including a spacious, world-
class terminal building, a well-
maintained 3000m long and 
45m wide runway equipped 
with navigational aids, 
airfield lighting for precision 
approaches, and taxiway 
systems capable of handling 
large aircraft. Additionally, 
it offers cutting-edge air 
traffic control facilities and 
technology-driven solutions 
to enhance operational 
efficiency. GBIA provides a 
wide range of traveler-centric 

Nepal's airports have introduced several initiatives 
to enhance passenger experiences, Pandey

Hansha Raj Pandey, the Deputy Director General 
of the Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal (CAAN), 
also serves as the spokesperson and a member of 
the authority's management team. Our team from 
Himalaya Airlines recently met with him in his office 
at CAAN to discuss the latest updates on the Nepali 
aviation industry. Below are excerpts from what he 
shared.
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facilities, including CUPPS-enabled check-in 
counters, customs and immigration services, 
lounges, retail shops, restaurants, and local 
travel-related services, ensuring a comfortable 
and convenient experience for passengers.

However, the two international airports outside 
Kathmandu now are waiting for scheduled 
international flights. Despite offering full 
waivers on landing, parking, and navigation 
charges for international flights, GBIA and 
PIA have not yet attracted the expected 
number of airlines. Recognizing the need to 
reevaluate their incentive mechanisms, efforts 
are underway to create tailored incentive 
packages that reduce operational costs for 
interested airlines. These initiatives include 
improved ground handling, flight catering, and 
hangar/housing options. 

Meanwhile, Nepal's airports have introduced 
several initiatives to enhance passenger 
experiences, including:

Passenger-Centric Services:

Improved information dissemination through 
digital displays and mobile apps providing 
real-time updates on flight statuses.

Free Wi-Fi service, news and entertainment 
options, kids play areas, baby feeding rooms, 
and medical facilities.

Introduction of premium lounges, better dining 
options, and retail experiences to cater to 
diverse passenger needs.

Contactless Services:Terminal entry, check-
in/self-check-in, security screening, payment 
options, and boarding passes are now 
facilitated through contactless technologies 
to ensure a smooth and efficient passenger 
processing experience.

On January 1, 2023, Pokhara International On January 1, 2023, Pokhara International 
Airport opened for international flight Airport opened for international flight 
operations, further enhancing the operations, further enhancing the 
infrastructure available for air connectivity infrastructure available for air connectivity 
within and beyond Nepal. The airport is expected within and beyond Nepal. The airport is expected 
to handle one million passengers per year. It to handle one million passengers per year. It 
features a 2500m long runway, ICAO 4D Category, features a 2500m long runway, ICAO 4D Category, 
with ILS Precision Approach CAT-1 (PA1) facility. with ILS Precision Approach CAT-1 (PA1) facility. 
The apron can accommodate three B737 or The apron can accommodate three B737 or 
equivalent-sized aircraft and eight ATR72/DASH8 equivalent-sized aircraft and eight ATR72/DASH8 
type aircraft.type aircraft.

Since its inauguration, Jazeera Airways 
operated scheduled international flights from 
GBIA in the Kuwait – Bhairahawa (OKKK – 
VNBW) sector until April 19, 2024. Himalaya 
Airlines commenced 68 charter flights between 
Bhairahawa and Kuala Lumpur (VNBW – 
WMKK) starting from November 3, 2022, 
and Nepal Airlines started its scheduled flights 
from Kuala Lumpur to Bhairahawa (WMKK – 
VNBW) on June 13, 2024, continuing to serve 
the Kuala Lumpur - Bhairahawa – Kathmandu 
(WMKK – VNBW – VNKT) route. Notably, 
GBIA is gaining popularity among private 
charter flights, while Pokhara is still awaiting 
airlines to serve the airport.
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Enhanced Comfort: Airports are focusing on 
the comfort and convenience of passengers by 
offering better seating arrangements in waiting 
areas and lounges, ensuring that passengers 
have a pleasant and relaxing experience while 
waiting for their flights.

Customer Assistance: Trained staff are 
available to assist passengers with special 
needs, ensuring that everyone, including elderly 
travelers and those with disabilities, receives 
the necessary support.

Technology Integration:

Mobile Applications: Dedicated mobile 
applications have been launched to provide 
passengers with real-time updates on flight 
statuses, gate information, and other important 
notifications.

Automated Systems: The introduction of 
automated systems for check-in, baggage 
drop, and passport control helps in reducing 
queues and wait times, making the entire 
process more efficient.

Sustainability Initiatives:

Eco-Friendly Practices: Airports are adopting 
sustainable practices, such as energy-efficient 
lighting, waste management systems, and 
initiatives to reduce carbon footprints.

Green Spaces: Incorporation of green 
spaces within airport premises to enhance 
the environment and provide a calming 
atmosphere for passengers.

These efforts reflect a comprehensive approach 
to improving the overall passenger experience 
at Nepal's airports, ensuring that travelers 
enjoy a seamless and enjoyable journey from 
arrival to departure.

In the meantime, there have been new 
introductions and expansions of airline services 
too. Notably, Himalaya Airlines inaugurated 
the Kathmandu-Lhasa-Kathmandu route on 
December 28, 2023.

Image Source: www.avic-kdn.com/
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Kuala Lumpur

DISCOVERING THE HE ARTBE AT OF MAL AYSIA

In the heart of Malaysia lies Kuala Lumpur, the capital city that revolves around life and culture 
at every turn. From the moment I arrived, it swept me up with its vibrant energy. My journey 
began detouring the iconic Petronas Twin Towers, whose towering presence against the skyline, is 
a beacon of the city's ambition and modernity. Yet, as I delved deeper, I discovered that Kuala 
Lumpur is not merely defined by its skyscrapers, but more by its blend of history, tradition, and 
customs, reflected through its streets.

-Evana Manandhar
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As I wandered through Chinatown, it felt like 
walking through another world, narrow alleys 
connecting with the aroma of exotic spices and 
the chatter of local vendors. From sampling 
street food delicacies to bargaining for unique 
souvenirs, every step brought new delights, a 
vibrant snapshot of Malaysian life. One can 
breathe a mix of cultures here, with elements 
from Chinese, Indian, and Malay traditions 
coming together in a colourful array of 
flavours, sights, and sounds.

The Batu Caves, in particular, provided 
a spiritual interval amidst the city's hustle 
and bustle. I was humbled by the sense of 
peace that enveloped me upon entering the 
cavernous temple, nestled within the cave. The 

glimpse of sunlight shafts piercing through 
the darkness, illuminating the complex Hindu 
carvings and the statues adorning the cave 
walls, was mesmerising. Climbing the steep 
staircase flanked by colourful statues and 
sacred shrines will keep you curious for this 
unexpected wholesome experience. 

In the meantime, Bukit Bintang, with its 
bustling streets and vibrant nightlife, offered 
a stark contrast to the tranquillity of the 
Batu Caves. This local market had the city's 
energy reached its zenith, as I was swept 
up in a whirlwind of shopping, dining, and 
entertainment. For a budget shopper, it has 
everything to buy and explore.

On the other side, Suria KLCC Mall, nestled at 
the base of the Petronas Twin Towers, provided 
a luxurious escape. Its upscale boutiques, 
gourmet dining options, and stunning views 
of the city skyline make it a true luxurious 
paradise.

Likewise, Aquaria KLCC provided a moment of 
relaxation from the urban hustle and bustle, as 
I descended deep into the ocean to greet the 
wonders of marine life. The colourful coral reefs 
and graceful sea creatures reminded me of the 
delicate balance of nature breathing gracefully 
underneath our busy world.

Lastly, a trip to Genting Highlands offered 
fresh air to breathe flowing through the lush 
greenery of the Titiwangsa Mountains. As I 
ascended the winding mountain roads, the 
cityscape faded with mist-covered peaks and 
cool mountain air taking over my heart and 
soul. At the top, a world of attractions awaited 
with thrilling rides to tranquil gardens, an 
experience of paradise amidst the clouds.

Leaving Kuala Lumpur felt like closing an amazing chapter filled with thrilling adventures 

and joyful discoveries. The city's mix of culture, history, and stunning scenery made my trip 

unforgettable. Whether you enjoy food, history, or love exploring, Kuala Lumpur ensures a 

memorable tale that makes you desperate to tell. 
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Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve lies on the floodplains of the Sapta Koshi River in the south-
eastern Terai. The reserve was gazetted in 1976 to preserve habitat for the only remaining 
population of Wild buffalo, Arna (Bubalus arnee). The 176 sq. km. reserve is Nepal's smallest 
wildlife reserve. The eastern and western embankments of the Sapta Koshi River define the 
area. In 1987, Koshi Tappu was declared a Ramsar site, a wetland of international significance. 
Government of Nepal has declared the buffer zone ( 173.5 sq. km ) surrounding the reserve in 
2004. The reserve is also home to around 20 other animal species such as Hog deer ,Wild boar , 
Spotted deer, Blue bull, and Rock Python. Around 441 species of birds-many seen now here else in 
Nepal (14 endemic species) have been recorded, including 20 duck species , 2 Ibis species, white 
tailed stonechat , Striated marsh warbler, 30 shore birds, 114 water birds, and the endangered 
swamp partridge and Bengal florican.
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Photo by: Ameet Giri  
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DOHA
 A Fusion of History, Culture, and Gastronomy

38 DANFE www.himalaya-airlines.com
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Nestled on the eastern coast of the Arabian Peninsula, 
Doha, the capital city of Qatar, is a vibrant metropolis 
that seamlessly blends tradition with modernity.

When most Nepalese think of 
"Doha," we often see it as 
our go-to spot for jobs in the 

Middle East, where almost half a million 
of us work. Yet, beyond its role as the focal 
point of the 2022 FIFA World Cup, Doha 
has a rich history.

Evidence shows the settlement of human 
civilization in Doha dates back to the 
seventh century. Then a small fishing 
village, Doha's fortunes surged in the 19th 
century thanks to the pearl trade and 
its strategic location along the Persian 
Gulf. However, its transformation into the 
bustling metropolis we know today only 
began in the mid-1900s with the discovery 
of oil.

Doha has experienced a remarkable surge 

in urban development in recent years, 

evolving from a landscape of sand dunes into 

a dynamic skyline adorned with towering 

buildings, luxurious hotels, and state-of-the-

art infrastructure. Despite these modern 

advancements, the city has remained deeply 

rooted in its rich heritage, evident through 

its ancient souqs, traditional architectural 

marvels, and cultural landmarks.

The newly inaugurated Hamad 
International Airport stands as a testament 
to Doha's transformation. This cutting-edge 
airport serves as the primary gateway 
to the city. Offering a seamless blend of 
hospitality, tranquility, and rejuvenation, the 

airport mirrors the unique charm of Doha 
itself.

All in all, the city's cultural landscape is 
an interesting blend of modernity and 
heritage. It has a multicultural population 
that comes from all over the world, 
resulting in a diversity in languages, 
customs, and cultures. From touring 
the Souq Waqif to viewing world-class 

exhibitions at the Museum of Islamic Art, 
Doha offers a multitude of opportunities 
for visitors to fully engage with the local 
way of life.

The busy Souq Waqif is a market that's 
been around for a hundred years. Here, 
visitors experience a mix of sights and 
smells. Among the shops selling spices 
and gifts, you'll find something special: 
falconry, a traditional part of Qatari 
culture. Falcons have been important to 
Arab history for a long time, used for 
hunting and inspiring poetry. Even as 
Doha grows quickly with tall buildings, 
these majestic birds remind people of 
Qatar's rich traditions, making it a great 
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place for travelers who want to explore the 
Arabian Gulf's culture. The Souq Waqif 
Falcon Hospital showcases a profound love 
for falcons, providing exclusive care for these 
majestic birds.

Furthermore, the city is rich in art and music, 
with galleries showing modern pieces by 
regional and global artists. The air in the 
concert halls is filled with tunes ranging 
from modern jazz to classical Arab music. 
Likewise, the Qatar International Food 
Festival and the Doha Tribeca Film Festival, 
which honor creativity and art, further 
demonstrate the city's dedication towards 
cultural promotion.

is loved by many in the Arabian region. 
Likewise, seafood is also prominently 
featured on menus, with delicacies such 
as grilled hammour (local grouper) and 
jasheed (dried fish) offering a taste of 
the region's maritime heritage.

The capital's culinary scene offers a 
global variety of alternatives for those 
who look for more food options, ranging 
from delicious Italian pasta to authentic 
Indian curries. Every meal in Doha is a 
memorable experience, whether you're 
eating at a Michelin-starred restaurant 
with a view of the city's glittering skyline 
or enjoying street food at a busy souq.

Doha is a city of contrasts, blending 
the old with the new and tradition with 
innovation. Its history, culture, and food 
offer exciting experiences for visitors. 
From exploring ancient streets to tasting 
market delights, Doha reveals the heart 
of Qatar. Each visit leaves a lasting 
impression, making Doha a timeless and 
unforgettable destination.

For individuals interested in visiting Doha, 
there's a convenient daily flight operated 
by Himalaya Airlines from Kathmandu's 
Tribhuvan International Airport to Doha's 
Hamad International Airport.

Doha is a fascinating mix of old and 

Meanwhile, no visit to Doha is complete 
without trying its culinary delights. Doha has 
a mixture of mouth-watering culinary scenes, 
a reflection of its diversity. Both casual 
restaurants and fancy ones serve a variety 
of tastes. The traditional Qatari food, in 
particular, is popular for its tasty spices and 
fresh herbs.

Machboos (spiced rice with meat or fish), 
Harees (a savory porridge made with wheat 
and meat), and the ever-popular Hummus 
and Falafel are some of the popular local 
offerings that one shouldn’t miss out on. 
Machboos, a flavorful rice cuisine, is the 
national dish of Qatar. Its rich taste comes 
from a mix of aromatic spices, giving it a 
smoky flavor. Served with different meats, it 

new. From its bustling cityscape to its 

traditional markets, from delicious local 

cuisine to international flavors, Doha has 

something for everyone to see and do. 
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Gyanendra Malla, former captain of the Nepal national cricket team is currently the head 
coach of the Nepal A team. Malla made his senior debut against Namibia in 2006 & was 
part of Nepal's first T20 World Cup as well as ODI squad. He retired from international 
cricket in 2023, leaving a legacy as a key player in Nepal's cricket history. We recently 
caught up with Malla to discuss his cricketing journey and Nepali cricket. Excerpts :

- Gyanendra Malla

It was a dream to be part of the 
first-ever World Cup qualifying 

team. I had never imagined we 
would be eligible for a World Cup 
when I first picked up my bat 
and later started playing with 
the team. Back then, it was all 
about survival and moving ahead 
accordingly. We weren't sure if we 
could win or even play in the ACC 
championship. Initially, we were 
only focused on improving 
our performances and 
finding ways to do well 
at the Asian level. So, 
qualifying and being 
part of a global event 
was not in our wildest 
dreams.

It was only in 2011 
when we played our 
first World Cup global 
qualifiers and made it 
to the top seven of the 
qualifying rounds. That 
was when we realized 
we could beat the 
teams and qualify for 
the T20 World Cup 
in Bangladesh. Then 

we started to believe that we could play 
in a top-tier competition, while people 

around us were still doubtful. However, 
it was something special, which I think 
marked the change in transition not 
only for cricket but for Nepali sports 
as a whole and the government.

After that, everyone had the 
willingness to invest in sports. As a 

player, it is a milestone and a proud 
moment as a Nepalese. 

Qualifying for the World Cup 
will always remain a very 

special moment for me.

Talking about 
my retirement, 
acceptance was 
the biggest 
thing. So, when 
I made up my 
mind to retire, 
I had already 
accepted that 
my time had 
come to stop 

playing. I had 
never thought of playing 
again after I retired because I 

We are blessed to have such a passionate 
and energetic fan base
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believed it was time for others to lead the team 
forward, and I felt it was already in safe hands. 
For fun, of course, I love playing sometimes, but I 
have never thought about, and don't think about, 
doing so as a player for the national team. I am 
happy where I am now, and likewise, I am happy 
with where the current national team is now.

Now coming to our current squad, the team 
has the skills and hunger to win. Our goal was 
to qualify for the next World Cup in 2016, and 
there was a strong belief that the team was 
ready for it. However, an earthquake hit the 
country in 2015, disrupting our plans. Despite 
recent World Cup experience and a solid 
team with a few new players, we missed the 
qualification. In the previous World Cup qualifier 
in Oman, the team came close but ultimately did 
not qualify. Now, the breakthrough has finally 
been achieved in 2024.

The current World Cup qualifying team differs 
significantly from the previous one. Mainly, cricket 
has changed a lot from 2014 to 2024 in terms of 
skill, commercial aspects, and fan base. Due to 
these changes, I can proudly say that almost 30 
million Nepali people watch cricket. Before 2014, 
only a few people could relate to cricket, but 
the first World Cup grew the number of Nepali 
followers, and now the sport has everyone's 
attention. 

Currently, we have a much more skillful team. 
Similarly, the T20 format has changed and 
become more aggressive. Previously, a total score 
of 140-160 runs used to be good and could help 
you win matches. Though the 2024 World Cup 
has seen low scores due to field conditions, using 
the IPL as a benchmark, teams are easily scoring 
230-240. Likewise, we have already seen teams 
scoring 100 runs in powerplays. The changes are 
ongoing, and our team is catching up.
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Back in 2014, we didn't have ODI status, 
but now we do. Our current team has also 
gained significant exposure, which is good and 
something we fought for. Coming to 2024, 
the biggest achievement is that the entire 
30 million population understands the game, 
which is the best part.

The teams before us laid the foundation, and 
we continued to build on it, making Nepali 
cricket what it is today. This gives me immense 
joy and makes me feel extremely proud to 
have been able to contribute my part.

In terms of development, we have reached 
every corner of the country with cricket, 
establishing ourselves as an ODI nation. We 
have retained our ODI status, played in the 
Asia Cup, and qualified for the T20 World 
Cup. Our on-field development is evident, 
and off the field, the CAN management is 
also evolving and growing. They are putting 
in significant effort, setting up an A-team, 
organizing under-19 games, conducting 
national tournaments, and enhancing the 
cricketing structure and revenue. Additionally, 
corporations are progressing, and most 
importantly, the government is showing strong 
support.

For the first time in the sports history of Nepal, 
projects related to sports have been included 
in the projects of national pride, which are 
three cricket stadiums. This is a positive sign 
of cricket's growth and government support. 
The ICC also supports various aspects, and 
we have a team composed entirely of native 
players. The game is growing, and I see good 
developments happening.

Regarding the strengths and challenges of 
the current squad, the way we are currently 
playing is impressive. The team spirit and unity 
are very strong, and we are proving ourselves 
as a top associate nation. However, a major 
challenge is the lack of exposure to playing 
conditions abroad. Playing and winning against 
big teams abroad has been a weakness so 
far. We need to improve in these areas. The 
more international exposure the players get, 
the stronger and more cohesive the team will 
become.

The development of bench strength, the growth 
of the under-19 team, and the A squad will 
provide the necessary exposure to playing 
conditions abroad, particularly in the UK, US, 
Canada, or even Australia. 
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Sending players to play season-long cricket 
individually in these countries will help them 
learn their responsibilities and build their 
character. We can keep track of U19 player's 
performance to ensure they are included as 
crucial team members rather than just fillers.

Talking about our fan following, we are blessed 
to have such a passionate and energetic fan 
base. They are amazing, and wherever we go 
and play, we are backed. Their presence gives 
us a homely atmosphere no matter where 
we play. Meanwhile, the number has grown 
immensely in the recent years. Their passionate 
support for the national team shows that the 
whole nation stands for the country. I want to 
thank them from the core of my heart for the 
effort they bring in to motivate the team. A lot 
of our fans travelled to the US to support the 
team, covering huge distances, which shows 
their dedication towards the team. Besides, 
they are also willing to provide all kinds of 
support for the development of cricket.

However, I would request them to have 

patience in terms of results. We should let 

the team grow and motivate them, if not, 

pass constructive comments rather than 

being critical. Players play for the nation, 

representing each Nepalese, and they too 

are more disappointed with bad results. 

The only motivation factor for them is your 

hope and love. So, please keep supporting 

the team and, if possible, let's contribute 

to the development of the sport with all 

our little efforts.

Image Source: CAN
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Cancer
June 21st - July 22nd

These months, prioritize self-care 
and activities that bring you 

peace and joy. Spend time with 
loved ones, practice mindfulness, 
and engage in creative pursuits. 
Listen to your inner voice and 
seek support from friends and 

family when needed.

Leo
July 23rd - August 22nd

In these months, seize growth 
opportunities and make bold 
decisions that align with your 

aspirations. Whether pursuing a 
new career, a creative project, 
or personal development, trust 

your abilities and believe in your 
potential to succeed.

Virgo
August 23rd - September 22nd

Focus on self-improvement and 
personal growth this month. 
Set intentions and pursue 
your dreams with passion. 

Whether developing new skills, 
improving health, or cultivating 
relationships, trust the stars to 

guide you toward success.

Tauras
April 20st - May 20th

These months, the cosmos urges 
you to focus on relationships 
and communication. Prioritize 
meaningful interactions and 
open-hearted connections. 
Strengthen existing bonds, 
form new ones, and express 

appreciation for those who bring 
you joy. 

Gemini
May 21st - June 20th

These months ignite your 
imagination, encouraging you 
to pursue your passions. Tap 
into your creative potential 
and explore new avenues 

for self-expression. Embrace 
opportunities for personal and 

professional growth, trusting the 
stars to guide you to success.

Celestial Insights
UNVEILING THE ASTROLOGICAL SYMPHONY FOR JULY - SEPTEMBER 2024!"
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These months, the cosmos boosts 
your energy and enthusiasm for 
professional success. Focus on 
your goals as opportunities for 
advancement and recognition 
arise. Whether aiming for a 
promotion, starting a new 

project, or making a significant 
impact, the stars are on your 

side.

Aries
March 21st - April 19th
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Libra
September 23st - October 22nd

In these months, assess your 
priorities and adjust as needed. 
Whether in relationships, career, 
or personal well-being, trust the 
stars to guide you toward inner 

peace and fulfilment.

Scorpio
October 23rd - November 21st

In these months, check your 
finances and adjust for security. 

Save, pay off debt, or invest 
wisely. Trust your instincts and 

seek advice when needed.

In these months, be excited 
about new experiences and 

growth opportunities. Whether 
it's travelling, trying a new 
hobby, or expanding your 

horizons, trust the stars to guide 
you towards exciting adventures.

Sagittarius
November 22nd - December 21st

Capricorn
December 22nd - January 19th

In these months, express 
gratitude to loved ones and 
strengthen bonds through 

meaningful interactions. Spend 
quality time with family and 

reconnect with old friends. For 
romantic relationships, let the 
stars illuminate your path to 
greater intimacy and love.

Aquarius
January 20th - February 18th

In these months try to nourish 
your body, mind, and spirit 

with joyful activities. Practice 
mindfulness, be creative, or enjoy 
nature. Listen to your inner voice 

and honour your needs.

Pisces
February 19th - March 20th

In these months explore new 
ways to express yourself and 
pursue artistic passions with 

enthusiasm. Whether painting, 
writing, or dancing, trust the 
stars to guide you toward 

inspiration and fulfilment. Let 
your creativity flow and embrace 

the journey ahead.
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Kathmandu Sales Office

Gairidhara – 2, Kathmandu, Nepal

Email: sales@himalaya-airlines.com
Mobile No:  +9779861776482
Phone: +977 1 4004000  Extn. 210

SAir Air BD Ltd, Dhaka

House no 12(4th Floor), Road No 16/A, Gulshan 1, 
Dhaka - 1212, Bangladesh

Email: sales.dac@himalaya-airlines.com   
Phone: +8809617600900 Extn. 106 

Alhind Travel and Tourism, Riyadh

New Al Rajhi Building, Opposite Batha 
Commercial Complex, Batha Main Street

Email: sales.ruh@himalaya-airlines.com  
Phone:  +966547448324

Alhind Travel and Tourism, Dammam

Alhind Travel and Tourism, King Saud Street, 
Al Souq District

Email: sales.dmm@himalaya-airlines.com
Phone: +966563431907 | +966542282675

GSA CONTACTS

THE H9 TRAVEL

DESTINATIONS
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GSA CONTACTS

Pelancungan Etonic Sdn.Bhd 
Etonic Travels, Kuala Lumpur

Email: sales.kul@himalaya-airlines.com
Mobile No:  +601126815789
Phone: +60320221668

8.01, 8th Floor, Wisma Paradise, 63 Jalan
Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Hello Himalaya Travels & Tourism Llc,  Dubai

Email: sales.dxb@himalaya-airlines.com     
Mobile No: +9710507834231, +9710567834428 
Phone: +971043550826

Ground Floor shop No. 09, Souk Al Kabeer     
Building, Al Ghubaiba Road, Near 
Ghubaiba Bus Station, Dubai

Najm Travel, Doha

Email: sales.doha@himalaya-airlines.com     
Phone: +97444440385, +97444440389

Shop No 05, Al Khalidiya Street, Building 
No. 20, Zone 26, Najma Area, Doha, Qatar       
P.O. Box 9736

Beijing Representative Office

Email: sales@himalaya-airlines.com 
Phone: +861086390892

Room 106, Building 18, Yard 88 Liuxiang 
Road, Fengtai District, Beijing

Ejaza General Trading Co. W.L.L, Kuwait

Email: sales.kwi@himalaya-airlines.com 
Phone: +965-22072046

Al Jawhara Tower- Floor 18, 
Ali Al Salem Street- Al Salhiya, 
Post Box# 28229-Safat 13056- Kuwait.
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