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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Namaste Atithi,
Welcome onboard!

As the much-anticipated festival season unfolds, I
extend my warmest wishes for a joyful, healthy, and
prosperous Dashain, Tihar, and Chhath. This festive

period is a perfect time for celebrating togetherness.

At the heart of our service is the promotion of people-
to-people connections and the enhancement of bilateral
trade and tourism between Nepal and the world. We
are pleased to announce the resumption of our weekly
flights to Kuwait City, effective from August 20, 2024.
Due to increasing demand from our passengers, we
have also expanded our flight frequency in the region

from September.

We are thrilled to offer two weekly direct flights to
Kuwait City, the vibrant capital of Kuwait, which
presents a wonderful opportunity to explore Kuwait—a
city where modern luxury meets rich heritage. Nestled
in the heart of the Middle Eastern desert, Kuwait City
is the ideal destination for a memorable winter getaway

with your loved ones.

In the meantime, we are excited to share that we have
resumed our one weekly flight to Shanghai, effective
from September 21, while we have been continuously
flying to Qingdao, a beautiful coastal city in eastern

China.

In line with our commitment to enhancing your
travel experience, we are excited to present the latest
edition of The Danfe Inflight Entertainment Magazine
(Issue 20). This edition features a captivating array of
content, including travelogue, interviews, and special
features. Enjoy festive tips from the H9 family, explore
intriguing destinations such as Kuwait City and Lhasa-
the Roof of the World, and gain insights into how
Himalaya Airlines prioritises your safety. Additionally,
make the most from the financial advice of Anil Keshari

Shah, a prominent figure in Nepal's banking sector.

We deeply appreciate your continued support, trust,

and patronage.

We look forward to welcoming you on board our next

flight.

Thank you,

ZHOU ENYONG

PRESIDENT
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FESTIVAL/EVENT

Dashain, Nepal's longest Hindu festival, lasts two
weeks to honour Goddess Durga. The celebrations
include family reunions, gift exchanges, and rituals
such as Ghatasthapana and Vijaya Dashami.
Tika Day involves visiting relatives, feasting, and
wearing new clothes, while pilgrims visit sacred
sites. The festival concludes on Kojagrat Purnima,
the full moon o|oy, and many peop|e return to
their hometowns to reunite with loved ones.

Tihar is a five-day festival that begins with Kaag

Tihar, honouring crows, followed by Kukur Tihar,
celebrating dogs. Gai Tihar includes cow worship
and Laxmi Puja, along with Bhailini dances.

The fourth day is dedicated to oxen, and the
Newari community also observes Mha Puja, a
ritual dedicated to oneself, while boys perform
the Deusi dance. The festival concludes with Bhai
Tika, where sisters apply tika and pray for their
brothers' health and prosperity.
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Chhath Parva is a vibrant festival celebrated
across the Terai region of Nepal. Hindu devotees
gather at rivers and ponds to worship the setting
and rising sun, seeking physical and spiritual
purification. Preparations for the festival include
cleaning kitchens and fasting, with offerings made
to the sun. It is believed that the sun provides
protection from skin diseases.

Udhauli Parwa is the second most important
festival of the Kirat community. Starting on the
full moon of the Nepali month of Mangshir, the
festival involves worshipping nature and ancestors
before the harvest. The Kirats celebrate the
festival to thank nature for providing them with

a p|enfi1cu| harvest. It is an annual festival when
peop|e from the hills migrate to the lower regions
to avoid the harsh winters of the Himo|oyos.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

In Nepal, Christmas is celebrated with a distinctive
mix of local culture and Christian traditions. It is

a public holiday, with both Christians and non-
Christians participating in the festivities. Churches
are adorned with |igh’rs and nativity scenes, where

special prayers and services are held. Popular areas

such as Thamel and Durbar Marg in Kathmandu,
as well as Lakeside in Pokhara, are bustling with
young people on Christmas Eve, soaking up the
festive o‘rmosphere. Peop|e exchonge giHs, sing
carols, and enjoy meals with Fomi|y and friends.

Tamu Losar, also known as the "Gurung New Year,’

is the most significant festival for the Gurung, or

Tamu, community in Nepal. This vibrant celebration

marks the start of Tamu Sambat, the New Year
according to the Gurung calendar. It is a time for
the Gurung community to come together, celebrate
their cultural heritage, and welcome the New Year
with traditional ri’ruo|s, songs, and donces, fosfering
a sense of unity and cultural pride,

www.himalaya-airlines.com
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PRE-BOOK YOUR FAVOURITE.ICOMBO MEAL

UP IN THE AIR!
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H9 CORPORATE NEWS

HIMALAYA AIRLINES RESUMES FLIGHTS TO KUWAIT

“STRENGTHENING TIES BETWEEN NEPAL AND THE MIDDLE EAST”

H imalaya Airlines resumed its direct flights
to Kuwait on August 20, 2024, marking
an important milestone in its mission fo
enhance connectivity between Nepo| and

the Middle East. The decision catered to the
high demand from Nepo|ese expaftriates

in Kuwait, who relied on direct Highfs for
persono|, professiono|, and Fomi|y connections.
This step also supporfed tourism and trade
between the two nations. In collaboration
with Ejaza General Trading Co. W.L.L, the
parent company of Caesars Travel Group, as
its General Sales Agent (GSA) in Kuwait, H9
aimed to streamline its operations and elevate
the travel experience, ensuring passengers
received sofeer and Jrop—quo|i’ry service
Throughouf their journey.

www.himalaya-airlines.com
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Currently, H9 operates two weekly flights on
the Kathmandu-Kuwait-Kathmandu route,

with the p|ons fo increase Frequency based

on passenger demand. This route resumption
emphasized Himalaya Airlines' dedication

fo exponding its international network and
providing reliable travel options for its valued
customers. Being Nepal's the first and the only
IATA Member Airlines and by reconnecting
Nepal with key global destinations, H9 not
on|y s‘rreng‘rhened its presence in the region but
also fostered closer peop|e—fo—peop|e ties and
economic collaboration between Nepo| and
Kuwait. Himalaya Airlines remains committed
fo offering excepﬁono| service and supporting
the aspirations of both travelers and the Nepo|i
movement abroad.

DANFE 1



AVIATION UPDATE

DO YOU KNOW?

Source: thisdayinaviation.com

THE LANDING OF A BEECH-CRAFT BONANZA AIRCRAFT ON A
SMALL PASTURE IN SINAMANGAL, KATHMANDU, AT GAUCHAR
IN 1949, MARKED THE BEGINNING OF AVIATION IN NEPAL.

IT TOOK NEPAL 70 YEARS TO GET ITS SECOND INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT, GAUTAM BUDDHA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. THE
AIRPORT WAS OFFICIALLY INAUGURATED ON 16TH MAY 2022.

- ==

Sourges kit spotter

ON OCTOBER 11, 1987, A CONCORDE MADE A HISTORIC
CHARTERED LANDING IN KATHMANDU, NEPAL. THE AIRCRAFT
MADE A CHARTER FLIGHT TO KATHMANDU FROM WEST
GERMANY AND HAD CARRIED 63 PASSENGERS ON BOARD.

Info Source: www.caanepal.gov.np
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HIMALAYA AIRLINES IS THE FIRST FOREIGN CARRIER TO
OPERATE COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS IN THE KATHMANDU-LHASA-
KATHMANDU SECTOR. THE AIRLINES IS OPERATING THREE
FLIGHTS A WEEK.

THE GAUCHAR AIRPORT WAS RENAMED TRIBHUVAN AIRPORT
BY KING MAHENDRA IN 1955. THE AIRPORT WAS AGAIN
RENAMED AS TRIBHUVAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN 1964.
LIKEWISE, TRIBHUVAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT WELCOMED
ITS FIRST JET AIRCRAFT, THE BOEING 707, IN 1967.

THE ANTONOV AN-124 RUSLAN IS THE LARGEST AIRCRAFT
TO HAVE LANDED IN NEPAL. IT ARRIVED AT TRIBHUVAN
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IN 2021, DELIVERING COVID-19
RELIEF SUPPLIES.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

AIRLINES MEET PM WITH KEY

epo|'s commercial airlines indusfry

has urged the government to revise
the country’s aviation po|icy to support the
sector, which fhey claim is suffering losses

due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The major domestic airline operators
submitted a memorandum to the Prime
Minister, requesting that the government
recognize civil aviation as a priority indusfry
by offering various tax exemptions.

The memorandum also stressed the need
for PM Oli to take decisive action to lift the
European Union's ban on Nepali airlines
operating in European airspace.

Addiﬂono”y, the airline operators called for
amendments to the current aviation |oo|icy
to facilitate smoother air operations. Their
demands include reducing customs clquy

on impor‘red spare parts to | percent and
aligning aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices
with international market trends.

As mentioned by The Himalayan Times,
PM has assured the operators that he
would make every effort to address their
concerns.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

AVIATION UPDATE

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE URGES
FORMATION OF PANEL TO INVESTIGATE
AVIATION SAFETY STANDARDS

he International Relations and Tourism

Committee of Nepal's House of
Representatives has instructed the government
to establish an independent expert panel to
evaluate the enforcement of aviation sofe‘ry
standards.

During a meeting on 8th August, the
Committee directed the Ministry of Culture,
Tourism, and Civil Aviation to form the panel
within 15 days. The panel will investigate the
current status of aviation safety, recommend
actions against those found responsible for any
lapses, and propose necessary policy reforms.

Committee Chairperson Raj Kishor

Yadav highlighted the need to assess

the implementation of aviation laws and
adherence to international standards. The
decision followed discussions with the Tourism
Minister, the Ministry's Secretary, and the
Director General of the Civil Aviation Authority
of Nepal.

The Committee also urged the government

to swiftly introduce legislation to amend

and consolidate laws related to the Civil
Aviation Authority of Nepal and the country's
aviation services. Additionally, it called for

the submission of reports from previous
committees and task forces on plane crashes,
aviation so{efy, and regu|ofions, stressing the
importance of a specific aviation safety policy.

DANFE 13




TOURISM MINISTRY PUSHES FOR NEW
AIRLINE LIABILITY BILL

My - A

he tourism ministry is moving forward

with a new draft bill aimed at increasing
compensation for passengers on domestic
airlines in Nepal. The proposed Air Carriers’
Liability and Insurance Bill would significantly
improve protection for passengers by requiring
domestic airlines to provide a minimum
compensation of USD 100,000 for injury or
loss of |i1(e, a notable rise from the current
USD 20,000. The draft, which is based on
parts of the Montreal Convention 1999, has
been prepored but still needs opprovo| from
the law and finance ministries before it can be
presented to the Cabinet. The tourism ministry
has invited aviation stakeholders to review the
draft and provide feedback before it is sent
to the relevant government deporfmenfs for
further comment.

As reported by The Kathmandu Post, the

draft has been de|oyeo| mu|‘ri|o|e times due

fo chonges in government, despife receiving
initial approval in March 2019. The proposed
law not on|y raises compensation for fatalities
but also introduces |iobi|ify for airlines in cases
of o|e|oys, and sets compensation for lost or
damaged baggage and cargo. However,

some domestic airlines have raised concerns,
arguing that the strict |iobi|i’ry requirements are
unrealistic given Nepal's tough geographical
conditions and limited airport facilities. Ministry
officials remain hopefu| about quick|y passing
the bill, highhghﬂng the importance of better
profection for passengers and their families.
The draft aims to meet international standards
while considering the specific cho”enges faced
by Nepali airlines.
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AIRCRAFT SHORTAGES LEAD T0 PAUSE
IN PILOT HIRING IN US
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he pi|o’r shor’roge cn(fecﬁng regiono|

airlines in the US is showing signs of
relief, Jrhough ‘remporori|y, as issues with
aircraft producﬁon and maintenance have
resulted in major airlines hoving fewer
jets than expected. This shift from a pilot
deficit to an aircraft surp|us is impacting
hiring trends across the indus’rry, with some
regiono| carriers pausing new recruitment
or {ur|oughing pi|o+s.

|no|us’rry experts note that while the

pilot shortage persists, it is currently
overshadowed by a more immediate
shortage of large aircraft. This situation
has led to delays in deliveries from
major aircraft manufacturers and has
further constrained fleet grow’rh‘ NoTob|y,
production issues with both Airbus and
Boeing, combined with recent engine
recalls, have grounded numerous aircraft
globally.

As a result, some airlines are adjusting their
hiring practices. Recent months have seen
a slowdown in recruitment efforts ond, in
some cases, temporary halts in hiring new
pilots. This is largely due to the need to
o|ign pi|oJr numbers with the available fleet.
The ongoing equipment issues are seen

as the primary driver behind these hiring
odjus‘rmen‘rs, rather than a fundamental
lack of pi|o+s.
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6:30PM - 11:30PM
TUESDAY - SATURDAY

NOW OPEN

H-Floor, Aloft Kathmandu Thamel
For Reservation:+977-98019 76054

Dresscode: Smart Casual



YOUR SAFETY,
H9'S TOP PRIORITY

WITH METICULOUS CHECKS, ADVANCED PROTOCOLS, AND CONTINUOUS
TRAINING, WE GO ABOVE AND BEYOND T0 ENSURE EACH FLIGHT'S SAFETY.
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t Himalaya Airlines,
keeping our p|ones
and passengers safe is

our ftop priority, in fact sofeiy
is the main guiding princip|e
of our operation. We do this
inrough careful checks before,
during, and after each Highi.
Our Safety Management
System (SMS) helps us find
and manage any risks related
to flying and health. This
system makes sure we g|Woys
monitor, assess, and improve
our sofeiy practices, Fo||owing
both our own standards and
the rules of the Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal (CAAN).

So, you must be wondering,
how it's done. To keep you
safe during High’rs, we have
several sgiceiy profoco|s. Our
SMS covers both flight and
workp|oce sofefy, supporfed
by regu|or audits and risk
assessments.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

The Emergency Response Plan (ERP),
detailed in our Crisis Management Manua
(CMM), outlines what to do in emergencies,
and we conduct regu|c1r drills to stay
prepored. We encourage staff to report
son(efy concerns coniiden’rio”y fhrough our
Safety Reporting Programs, and we have
detailed Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) to ensure consistency and reduce
human error. Cabin crew receive extensive
fraining on hond|ing emergencies, and
passengers are briefed on scnteiy procedures
before takeoff. In response fo health
concerns like COVID-19, we have measures
like mondofory mosk—weoring, aircraft
sanitization, social distancing, and PPE for
crew members.

IF YOU DIDN'T KNOW, FOR AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE,
WE FOLLOW A STRICT SCHEDULE GUIDED BY AIRBUS
AND INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS LIKE IATA ISM

AND EASA. THIS INCLUDES REGULAR CHECKS AND
USING CERTIFIED PARTS TO ENSURE HIGH SAFETY
STANDARDS. INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL AUDITS,
INCLUDING THOSE BY CAAN AND 10SA, VERIFY THAT
OUR MAINTENANCE PRACTICES MEET INTERNATIONAL
BENCHMARKS.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

However, while we assure you are safe,

we go all up and above to tackle several
cho”enges while maintaining it. Managing
bad weather and hign—oHi‘rude operations
is one of such chd||enge, which we address
with advanced forecosiing tools and ﬂignf
|o|c1nning systems. Staying comp|ionf with
chonging scn(e‘ry regu|g’rions is another
cho||enge, rnonoged by working with
regu|oiory bodies to irnp|emeni new rules.
Likewise, integrating new sgfeiy ‘rechno|ogies
info our systems also presents comp|exi‘ries,
which we handle by investing in modern
iecnno|ogy and fraining our staff.

Training our team is instrumental and
one of the key factors that make us stand
out regording sofefy measures. We offer
comprenensive training programs for
aviation and orggnizoiioncd sgfeiy. Pilots
and cabin crew undergo rigorous fraining,
inc|uding simulator exercises for emergencies,
first aid, and passenger management.
We also provide SMS training to educate
staff on ideniifying and reporting scncefy
ngzords, risk assessment, and mitigation
practices. Contfinuous |eorrning is ensured
through refresher courses, workshops,

and participation in international scncefy

COH'F@I’QI’]CQS.
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In the meantime, to address your safety implementation score in the CAAN

concerns, we have a Safety Reporting SMS audit, the highest among

Program that allows passengers fo report Nepo|ese operators, and successfu”y

issues through our website. Each of your completed the ISO 9001:2015 Quality

feedback is carefully reviewed and integrated Management System audit. P R E— BOO K YO U R
into our scn[e‘ry proJroco|s, with corrective
actions taken as needed. We also maintain

proactive communication with you about sofefy epero’rieno| efficienAcK Wi:]h SOFQW by

procedures and provide effective customer m’rehgro‘rmg S|MS WAl @l sys‘rergs,

support for sofefy—re|o+ed inquiries. such as Quality Management an
Aviation Security. Regular safety

On top of ‘r|'iese, we also balance

Likewise, we also collaborate with international audits and risk assessments ensure
aviation safety organizations, such as IATA, that our operations are efficient while
to stay updated on safety regulations and maintaining high safety standards.
practices. This includes participating in global Our safety objectives are closely

data exchange programs and benchmarking aligned with our overall safety

our soFefy status against g|obo| standards. We framework, ensuring that eFFiciency
also use the SMS ICG Evaluation Tool for self- does not come at the expense of
assessment of compliance and performance. safety.

Thanks to our rigorous team effort, Our Safety Department has
Himo|oyo Airlines has achieved several introduced several initiatives to reduce
major accreditations in aviation sofe‘ry, risks both during Highfs and in office
including the IATA Operational Safety Audit operations. These initiatives include
(IOSA), making us the first IATA Member a comprehensive Safety Reporting
Airline in Nepal. We also achieved a 90.6% Programme, a Flight Data Monitoring

Programme (FDMP) to analyse and
improve ﬂighf performonce, proactive
hazard identification Through son(efy
assessments, and regular Emergency

Response Plan (ERP) training and
drills.

Additionally, we conduct annual safety
surveys, maintain continuous scn(efy

communication ‘rhrough updcﬁres,

news|ei‘rers, and imp|emen‘r various
safety awareness programmes. These
efforts are designed to minimise risks
and promote a culture of safety, not
only in the sky but in every aspect of
our operations.

ROl liooking | |
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EXPERIENCE KUWAIT

THE FORTRESS BUILT NEAR WATER

For many Nepg|i, Kuwait City represents more than just a destination; it's a lifeline, Oicicering
opportunities that mign’r be out of reach at home. Despite the cnct”enges and sacrifices,

the city stands as a beacon of possibih’ry, where hard work can lead to a brign’rer future for
their families. A few of us mignf see it as the copi‘rcn| of a country with @ currency that holds
significant exchange value. However, Kuwait City, hosting around 123,559 Nepalese, is more
than just an economic hub; it's a vibrant me’rropo|is, his’rorico”y known as a “fortress built near
water.
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uwait City and the

nation's territory were

established when
various Middle Eastern
tribes settled near what is
now known as Kuwait Bay.
From its humble beginnings
as a fisning vi||gge, the
city transformed into a
signiiticcm’r oil exporter
in the mid-20th century,
resnoping its idenfi’ry and
emerging as a tourist
destination.

www.himalaya-airlines.com
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The locals describe Kuwait
City as a dynornic mefropo|is
with a mixture of past and
preseni—evo|ving hisfory,
culture, and moderniiy.

As the bustling capital of
Kuwait, this city offers a
captivating blend of ancient
traditions and cu‘rfing—edge
innovation, moking it a
must-visit destination for
travellers from all walks of life.
It is known for its impressive
sky|ine, historic |ondmorks,
and Jrhriving cultural scene.
From its bustling markets to
its contemporary architecture,
Kuwait City offers rich
experiences that reflect its

dynomic and evo|ving idenfi‘ry.

Kuwait Towers, completed in
1979, represents Kuwait's post-
oil boom renaissance and
more imporfonHy stands as

a beacon of modern Kuwait.
As a visitor, you should not
miss foking an elevator to the

observation deck for sweeping
views of the cityscape o|ong
the serene Arabian Gulf.

For a truly memorable
experience, dine at the
revo|ving restaurant where the
tfowers s|ow|y rotate, offering
panoramic views that are as
de|ighfiu| as the cuisine.

Likewise, no visit to Kuwait
City is complete without
exploring the Grand Mosque,
the |orgesf mosque in Kuwait,
built in 1986. Its impressive
size and detailed Islamic
design show the nation'’s
strong re|igious roots and
artistic skills. You will be
amazed as you discover

the mosque's large prayer
halls and beou‘riiu”y crafted
interiors. One can even join
a guided four to uncover

the mosque’s historical and
spiriiuo| significonce and

be inspired by its cultural
nerifoge.
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To explore a traditional
Kuwaiti morkefp|oce, visit
the bus’r|ing Sougq Al-
Mubarakiya. Established in
the early 20th century, this
historic market is perfed for
Finding ghc‘rs like perfumes,
Fobrics, go|c| ornaments,
spices, and colorful scarves.
Food enthusiasts will love the
|ive|y cﬁmosphere and local
delicacies such as Samak
(fish dishes) and Qouzi
(roasted lamb). Enjoy a
sensory feast and a g|impse
into daily Kuwaiti life at this
vibrant market. For more
shopping options, Avenue
Mall and Marina Mall are

excellent choices.

If you're seeking a green and
open space, Al Shaheed Park
in Kuwait City is a must-

visit. As the largest urban
park in Kuwait, it spans
200,000 square meters and

30 DANFE

boasts stunning botanical
gardens, two museums, a
visitor center, a serene |ol<e,
and extensive Wo|kwoys and
jogging tracks. It's an ideal
destination for relaxation and
cultural exploration. Similarly,
Marina Beach is a popular
pub|ic beach known for its
c|ec|n, serene environment
and stunning sky|ine views.
It's perFecT for relaxation

and offers activities like

bike hire, a skate pork, and
a playground for kids. It is
neorby Marina Mall and
various restaurants, an ideal
spot for a cloy out.

Additionally, Kuwait City's
culinary scene boasts rich
flavours that reflect its
diverse culture. Popular
traditional Kuwaiti dishes
include Machboos, a fragrant
rice dish with tender meat or
fish, and Hares, a comforting

grain-based dish. Another
local favourite is Murobyon,
a stuffed flatbread. Don't
miss Tabbouleh, a Levantine
vegetarian so|od; Showormc,
a Middle Eastern wrap; and
Quzi, a flavorful lamb dish
served with rice, nuts, and
raisins. Kuwaiti Jireesh, a
traditional porridge made
from spelt wheat and cooked
with meat, onions, and
tomatoes, is also a popu|or
choice.

FOR THOSE WITH
SPECIFIC DIETARY
PREFERENCES, KUWAIT
OFFERS A VARIETY

OF INTERNATIONAL
RESTAURANTS, RANGING
FROM MEDITERRANEAN
T0 ASIAN CUISINE.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

Kuwait City's cultural landscape is as vibrant
as its culinary scene. The city hosts festivals
and cultural events +hroughou’r the year,
ce|ebr0ﬂng every‘rhing from Kuwaiti heri*oge
to g|obc1| cultures. Visitors can exp|ore local art
at the Kuwait National Museum or enjoy the
lively Kuwait International Fair, showcasing the
nation’s innovative spirit.

Arabic is the official language of Kuwait,
with Modern Standard Arabic used in formal
contexts and Kuwaiti Arabic for everyday
conversations. If you're concerned about
language barriers, rest assured that English
is widely spoken and understood, especially in
tourist areas and business settings, ensuring
smooth communication throughout your visit.

In Kuwait City, you can use public
transportation like CityBus, though it may not
be Frequenf. Taxis are Wio|e|y available, and
ride-hailing services like Uber and Careem are
convenient options. Renting a car is popu|c1r
for those who want more ﬂexibih’ry and ease in
getfting around.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

Most tourists, inc|uding Nepc1|i citizens, require
a visa to visit Kuwait. The Tourist Visa, valid for
up to 90 days, is the most common option for
short stays. App|icon’rs need a valid passport, a
comp|efed visa ctpp|icoﬂor1 form, posspor’r—sized
phofos, proof of sufficient funds, a confirmed
return ﬁcket and accommodation details o|or1g
with academic certificates.

FOR A CONVENIENT JOURNEY TO KUWAIT,
HIMALAYA AIRLINES HAS RESUMED ITS
FLIGHTS FROM AUGUST 20. TRAVELERS
CAN BOOK THEIR FLIGHTS WITH
HIMALAYA AIRLINES FOR A SMOOTH AND
COMFORTABLE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE.
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N epal's journey towards
economic growﬂq and
a crucial international
presence is c|ose|y tied

to the c|eve|opmen’r

of its aviation sector.
Central to this vision are
Pokhara and Gautam
Buddha International
Airports. Through smart
improvements and
innovative po|icies, these
airports aim to attract
international 0ir|ines,

offer better services to
passengers, and boost
the economy. This article
exp|ores the key steps and
chonges that are he|ping
these airports grow and
shape the future of Nepal's
aviation indus’rry.
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PROMOTING
POKHARA AND GAUTAM BUDDHA
NTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS

-Hansha Raj Pandey, Deputy Director General - Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal

www.himalaya-airlines.com

THE FUTURE OF NEPAL'S
AVIATION INDUSTRY LOOKS
PROMISING, WITH POKHARA
AND GAUTAM BUDDHA
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS
LEADING THE WAY AND
SETTING AN EXAMPLE FOR
FUTURE INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

KEY REFORMS TO ATTRACT AIRLINES

To make these airports more oppeo|ing to international
airlines, the government has intfroduced several changes
to lower costs and improve services.

Lower Fuel Prices: The government has reduced
aviation fuel prices to the break even point, significonﬂy
cutting down operational costs for airlines. This
reduction could decrease airline operating costs by
about 8%, making these airports more attractive to
carriers.

Reduced Airpori’ Fees: To further attract airlines, the
government offers a 100% waiver on landing, parking,
and navigation fees, along with a 75% discount on
ground hano”ing chargesi These measures aim to reduce
costs and encourage more airlines to use these airports
as strategic hubs.

5" Freedom Rights: This policy allows airlines to
operate High’rs between two foreign countries as part of
their services to and from Nepal, making Pokhara and
Gautam Buddha International Airports more appealing
as stopover points for international High’rs.

Code-Sharing Opportunities: New code-sharing
po|icies will promote por’rnerships between airlines,
exponding the range of destinations available ‘rhrough
these airports and improving international connections.

Carrying Domestic Passengers: Nepali international
airlines Hying between these airports will be allowed
fo carry domestic passengers, he|ping to fill more seats
and offer more travel options within Nepo|.

Better Landing Capabilities: Both airports are
equipped with Instrument Landing Systems (ILS) and
are developing more advanced navigation procedures.
These will support safe Highfs in all weather conditions
and reduce approach times, increasing High’r reliability
and eﬁ[iciency.
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BENEFITS FOR PASSENGERS

Passengers flying from Pokhara and
Gautam Buddha International Airport will
enjoy several benefits, including cost savings
and improved services.

No Passenger Service and Tourism Fees:
Passengers will no longer need to pay the
Rs 3,000 passenger service fee or the Rs
1,000 tourism fee, saving a total of Rs
4,000 per ticket. This significant reduction
in ticket prices aims to afttract more budget
conscious travellers.

Cheaper Tickets: The reduction in
operating cosfts, combined with specio|
offers for airlines, is |il<e|y to lower the cost
per seat, o||owing airlines to offer more
affordable tickets to passengers.

Better Transport Links: The government
is Working fo improve transportation links
between the airports and city centres,
ensuring that travellers have convenient
and comfortable options. These will make
the airports more attractive, especially for
tourists and business travellers.

IMPROVING GOVERNMENT
SERVICES

The government is moking several
improvements to enhance the overall
travel experience and simp|ify processes
for passengers, especio”y those frove”ing
abroad for work.

New Quarantine and Immigration
Facilities: New quarantine centres will be
built, and current immigration offices will
be Fu||y functional to ensure smooth and
efficient processing of passengers.

Visa Centres and Labour Services: Plans
are in place to set up visa centres and
provide labour-related services direc’r|y

at Pokhara and Bhairahawa airports. It
will reduce the need for travellers to go

to Kathmandu, moking it easier for those
seeking work abroad.

Cargo and Trade Support: These
airports will also play an important role
in cargo operations, he|ping to fransport
goods and products. It will boost trade
opportunities for local businesses and
contribute to regional economic growth.

PROMOTING AND COORDINATING
INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS

To establish Pokhara and Gautam Buddha
International Airports hubs, the government
is oc’rive|y promoting these airports and
Co||oboro’ring with other countries.

Working with Other Countries: The
government will collaborate with strategic
destination countries to simp|ify visa
processes and make travel smoother for
passengers ﬂying from these airports.
This effort aims to make Nepal a more
attractive travel destination.

Tourism Promotion: In partnership with
the Nepal Tourism Board, these airports
will be promo’red in’rerno’riono”y as
gateways to Nepal's rich cultural, religious,
scenic, and leisure attractions. Torgefed
campaigns will focus on markets with high
fourism po’ren’rio|.

www.himalaya-airlines.com
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UNLOCKING GROWTH POTENTIAL
TOGETHER

The broad reforms and incentives for
developing and promoting Pokhara and
Gautam Buddha International Airports aim
to "Unlock Growth Potential - Together" By
working together, the government, airlines,
and passengers can transform these
airports into regional aviation hubs that
drive economic grow’rh, boost tourism, and
improve Nepal's global standing.

As these airports develop, they will help in
creating new opportunities for economic
grow’rh and con’rribu’ring to the country's
overall progress. The future of Nepal's
aviation industry looks promising, with
Pokhara and Gautam Buddha International
Airports |eoo|ing the way and setting an
example for future infrastructure projects.
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Experience the unique thrill of Shower Bungee,
where you leap 80 meters into the air while
being showered by coscoding fountains! With

Where Nature Meets Adventurel Experience the thrill of the WORLD'S STEEPEST ZIPLINE,
s‘rre‘rchmg 1850 meters from Sorongkof to Hemja. Soar Jrhrough breofhfoking panoramic views of
the Annapurna Himo|oyon range and the stunning Pokhara \/o||ey—on adventure that combines

excitement and breofhfoking scenery, creating a once-in-a-lifetime experience you won't want to over 10 years of operation and more than

miss. 1,000,000 jumps, safety is our top priority.
Choose a solo jump or a romantic tandem
option for an umcorge‘rfob|e adventure.

Don't miss your chance to make incredible

memories—join us for the ultimate bungee

‘ S = | experiencel
e ier '\.f':-'

38 DANFE www.himalaya-airlines.com www.himalaya-airlines.com




Get ready for an off-road
adventure like no other! Join our
Guided ATV Tour and let our
team of seasoned pros take you fo
hidden gems in Pokhara that you
won't find on any map. Whether
you're a seasoned ATV rider or

a newcomer to the scene, we've
got you covered. Our experienced
guides will provide all the fraining
you need to hit the trails with
confidence. Come discover
Pokhara's stunning landscapes and
hidden secrets on an ATV tour

you'll never forget!

Introducing the SkyScreamer, Pokhara's
ultimate Giant Swing! Feel the adrenaline surge
as you p|unge info a Jrhri||ing near-free fall

from an incredible height of 50 meters. It's a
heorf—pounding experience that will leave you
breathless! Choose to soar so|o, or share the
excitement with friends in tandem or even Jrrip|e
swings.
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"‘IUUGH THE HIGH

ALTITUDE HIT US HARD,
IT DID NOT STOP ME
FROM ENJOYING THE
ROOF OF THE WORLD."
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UNFORGETTABLE
LHASA ADVENTURE

By Heena Shrestha

Winning Best Employee of the Year 2023 felt like
hitting the jackpot! My reward? A fully sponsored
12-day trip to Lhasa. Excitement bubbled as |
packed my bags, ready for this epic adventure with
my co||eogues. To my de|ight my parents decided to
join us, gradually turning the trip into a fonmi|y affair.

Our journey began with a direct flight from
Kathmandu to Lhasa with Himalaya Airlines, which
offered the quickest route and excellent service. As
the plane ascended northwards, we were treated
fo stunning views of the Himo|oyos, inc|uo|ing the
majestic Mt. Everest. It felt like we were flying
H’lrough a pos’rcoro“

Upon landing in Lhasa, we were greeted by
reporters since it was the first commercial flight

of Himalaya Airlines connecting Kathmandu to
Lhasa—a grand entrance indeed! However, the high
altitude quick|y made itself felt. My parents and |
experienced diffictu breo’rhing and had to rest with

www.himalaya-airlines.com

oxygen in our hotel room. Thankfully, the hotel’s
excellent oxygen facilities made it easier to
adjust.

The first coup|e of doys were cho”enging due
to the altitude, but we groduo”y acclimatised.
Ob*oining c|oi|y permitfs to visit different sites
in Lhasa was another hurd|e, but our guides
eﬂ[icienﬂy handled all the poperwork, C|||owing
us to enjoy our visit with ease.

Over the next eighf to nine doys, we e><p|ored
Lhasa's most iconic landmarks. Our adventure

began at the Jokhang Temple, the spiritual
heart of Tibetan Buddhism, where we were
immersed in the energy of pi|grims from

all over Tibet. Strolling through Barkhor
Street, we soaked in the local cu|’rure, with
busﬂing markets and vibrant street life. The
day concluded at Sera Monastery, where
we witnessed the famous monk debates—a
captivating o|isp|oy of intellect and tradition.

On the third day, we visited Drepung
Lamasery, once the |orges+ monastery in the
world. The sprawling complex offered a deep e “{}Iﬂ
insighf into Tibetan monastic life, |eoving us ? |
awestruck by its historical signhciconce and o

spiritual depth. We also explored Norbulingka,
a surrounding park in Lhasa, Tibet, built from
1755.

The scenic drive from Lhasa to Tsedang,

a 200-kilometre journey taking about four
hours, included a visit to Trakdug Temple. Our
group, eager for a more thrilling experience,
found Yumbu Lhakang—the first palace of
Tibet—particularly exciting. Perched majestically
on a hill in the Yarlung Valley, the palace
offered spectacular panoramic views as we
rode horseback through the serene Tibetan
landscape. It was the perfect way to end our
day of exploration.

On New Year's Day, we travelled from
Tsedang to Gyantse, a 320-kilometre journey
of about 5.5 hours. The highlight was Yamdrok
Lake, one of Tibet's three |c1rges’r sacred lakes.
The tfurquoise waters, surrounded by SNOw-
copped mountains, created a pic’rure—perfec‘r
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scene. We spent hours soaking
in the natural beoufy and
even took phofos with giant
Tibetan mastiffs—huge, yet
adorable! We also visited
Karola Glacier, with its
stunning ice formations.

Day six began in Gyantse,
where we exp|ored the
historical Khubum Stupa.

The journey then continued

to Shigatse, a 90-kilometre
drive of about two hours,
filled with awe-inspiring views.
Far from Nepal, we missed
Nepali Daal Bhat, so our
guide took us to a Nepali
Thakali restaurant. Nepo|i
Daal Bhaat felt like heaven
to us, odding a speci0| touch
to our trip. The return journey
to Lhasa, covering 280
kilometres in about five hours,
provided more opportunities
to admire Tibet's stunning
landscapes.

During the second-to-last

day of our adventure, we
visited Drepung Monastery,
one of the largest in Tibet,
delving info the rich history
and traditions of Tibetan
Buddhism. We followed this
with a walking tour of the old
town of Chengguan, offering
a chance to experience the
local culture, cuisine, and doi|y
life of the Tibetan people—a
perfecf conclusion to our nine-
o|oy adventure.

On the final day, we explored
the iconic Potala Palace, the
majestic heart of Tibetan
culture and spirifuo|i+y.

With its towering white

and red walls and intricate
architecture, the Potala Palace
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is a strong symbol of Tibetan Buddhism and represents Tibet's
rich hierory and culture. We took phofos in front of this iconic
structure wearing Tibetan dress, Wondering around in the outfits
for most of the evening.

Throughom our journey, we were struck by the resilience and
spiri’ruo|i‘ry of the Tibetan peop|e. Their deep connection to their
faith and land was evident in every aspect of their lives, |eoving
a lasting impression on us. The unique and delicious Tibetan
cuisine was another highhgh’r. From momos to Thukpo, every
meal was a c|e|ighhcu| experience. We also tried yok butter teq,
a traditional Tibetan drink, which was surprising|y corm(orfing in
the chilly weather. Local restaurants offered a variety of dishes
that catered to both adventurous and conservative tastes. We
often ended our dinners with singing and doncing.

Initially, | thought winter would be the worst time to visit, but
it turned out to be the best. The weather was on our side, with
clear skies and p|eoson’r tfemperatures, moking our exp|oro‘rions

even more enjoyob|e. The crisp mountain air and vibrant
blue skies added to the overall charm of the frip, and the

breofhfokmg |ono|scopes under clear skies were um(orgeﬂob|e.

www.himalaya-airlines.com

In addition to the cultural
and natural wonders, we
also had the chance to
interact with the local
Tibetan people. Their
warmth and hospitality
made us feel welcome and
added a personal touch
to our journey. We learned
about their customs,
traditions, and way of

life, which enriched our
understanding of Tibetan
culture.

One of the major
highhghfs of the frip was
the shopping experience.
During the last three days,

www.himalaya-airlines.cém
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we focused on exploring the

local markets. Shopping in
Lhasa was an adventure in
itself. Despite not knowing
the local language, we
navigated the bargaining
process using a calculator
to display prices, adding a
fun twist to the experience.
We managed to score
some fantastic deals along
the way.

My trip to Lhasa was an
um(orge’rfob|e adventure
filled with breo’rhfoking
Views, cultural experiences,
and a few cho”enges that
made the journey even

more memorable. Winning
Best Employee of the Year
not only recognised my
hard work but also gave
me the opportunity to
create lasting memories
with my fomi|y and
colleagues. The majestic
landscapes, the rich cultural
heritage of Tibet, and

the warm hospitality of
Himalaya Airlines made
this trip a once-in-a-lifetime
experience. | returned

home with a heart full of
wonderful memories and a
deeper appreciation for the
beauty and diversity of our
world.
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Celestial Insights

YOUR FINANCIAL AND HEALTH OUTLOOK FOR THE YEAR AHEAD

* ARIES * * TAURUS *

April 20% - May 20"

May 21¢ - June 20"

March 21% - April 19t
Gemini has a promising financial

oui|ooi<; it's an ideal time for
exponding business ventures
and diversiityirig assets. Prioritise
regu|01r exercise, mindful eating,
and rest to balance work and
self-care. Connecting with
nature or ’roking up a sport can
enhance your well-being and
stress management.

Taurus may see financial
gains from overdue raises
and overlooked assets, with
unconventional opportunities
opening up. Focus on saving
rather than spending, and
enhance your overall wellness
ihrough clean eating, regu|or
exercise, and mindful practices to
manage stress eﬁcec’rive|y.

Aries should focus on financial
s’robi|iiy by ovoiding impu|sive
spending and reseorching
investments corei(tu while
managing debts and preparing
for poien‘ri01| windfalls. Balance
piiysico| activity with mental
We||—being, engage in adventure
sports to channel your energy,
and ensure odequo’re rest to
avoid burnout and maintain
emotional sfobi|iiy.

* (ANCER+ * |E0 +
June 21% - July 22 July 23 - August 22" August 234 - September 22

Virgos can expect a mix of
financial gains and ciio”enges.
Make smart investments and
keep savings for unexpected
expenses, regu|or|y revisiting
your budget. Focus on mindful
living, stress management, and

Lions can expect a generous flow
of finances but must manage
spending Wise|y. Focus on real

estate and stocks for substantial

gains. Prioritise your health with
regular workouts, a balanced

and enhance viio|iiy, with holistic diet, and practices like yoga and
meditation to maintain mental bci|oncing work and leisure to

‘rhercipies or a vacation providing
extra rejuvenation. calm. nurture both your mind and
body.

Cancer can anticipate financial
growfh and windfalls but
should balance spending and
saving. For health, regular
exercise, balanced nutrition, and
meditation will manage stress
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THE HOROSCOPE PROJECTS A QUARTER FULL OF GROWTH,
AND POSITIVE REFLECTION FOR EACH ZODIAC SIGN.

-

*SCORPIO

October 23 - November 21

* SAGITTARIUS *

November 22" - December 21

September 23 - October 22"
Sagittarians will enjoy s‘reody

cash flow but should save Wise|y
and prepare for unexpected
expenses. Focus on self-growth
and investments. For heo|‘rh,
manage stress ihrough a

Scorpios can expect financial
gains with Jupiter's support.
Focus on wise investments and
health fhrough a balanced die’r,
exercise, and stress management.
Regular check-ups will keep you
in great shope.

Librans will see increased
earnings and extra income,
with investments |ii<e|y tfo pay
off. Seek advice for high-
risk ventures and watch for

unexpecied gains. Prioritise
regu|or exercise, a balanced balanced diet, regu|01r exercise,
diet, and stress management to and self-care to maintain overall
maintain your health. We||—being.

~ + AQUARTUS *

January 20" - February 18t

February 19" - March 20

December 22" - January 19t
Pisces, manage your finances

Wise|y—sove and invest, but
watch for unexpecfed expenses.
Prioritise health with regu|or
exercise, a balanced die‘r,
and stress-relief practices like

Aquarians can expect financial
relief and investment gains
this year. Manage spending

wise|y and consult advisors for
planning. Prioritise self-care,

balanced nutrition, and exercise

Capricorns will see a boost in
savings from smart investments
and career success. Avoid
impulse spending and focus
on judicious saving and

investing. Balance personc|| and
proi[essiorio| life with regu|or for better health. Embrace meditation
exercise, a heloy diei, and holistic wellness and stress-relief
s‘rress—re|ieving activities. practices, but watch for minor
health issues.
DANFE 47

www.himalaya-airlines.com



GSA CONTACTS

THE H9 TRAVEL

TINATIONS

Kathmandu Sales Office

© Gairidhara - 2, Kathmandu, Nepal
& Phone: +977 1 4004000 Extn. 210
() Mobile No: +9779861776482

& Email: sales@himalaya-airlines.com

SAir Air BD Ltd, Dhaka

© House no 12(4th Floor), Road No 16/A, Gulshan 1,
Dhaka - 1212, Bangladesh
Q Phone: +8809617600900 Extn. 106

& Email: sales.dac@himalaya-airlines.com

Alhind Travel and Tourism, Riyadh

© New Al Raijhi Building, Opposite Batha
Commercial Complex, Batha Main Street
& Phone: +966547448324

& Email: salesruh@himalaya-airlines.com

Alhind Travel and Tourism, Dammam

© Alhind Travel and Tourism, King Saud Street,
Al Souq District
Q Phone: +966563431907 | +966542282675

& Email: salesdmm@himalaya-airlines.com
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Beijing Representative Office

©® Room 106, Building 18, Yard 88 Liuxiang Road,
Fengtai District, Beijing

& Phone: +861086390892

8 Email: sales@himalaya-airlines.com

Hello Himalaya Travels & Tourism Llc, Dubai

© Ground Floor shop No. 09, Souk Al Kabeer
Building, Al Ghubaiba Road, Near Ghubai-
ba Bus Station, Dubai

& Phone: +971043550826

(J Mobile No: +97105078349231, +9710567834428
& Email: sales.dxb@himalaya-airlines.com

Najm Travel, Doha

© Shop No 05, Al Khalidiya Street, Building
No. 20, Zone 26, Najma Area, Doha, Qatar
P.O. Box 9736

Q& Phone: +97444440385, +97444440389

& Email: salesdoha@himalaya-airlines.com

Pelancungan Etonic Sdn.Bhd
Etonic Travels, Kuala Lumpur

© 8.01, 8th Floor, Wisma Paradise, 63 Jalan
Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

S Phone: +60320221668

(J Mobile No: +601126815789

& Email: saleskul@himalaya-airlines.com

Ejaza General Trading Co. W.L.L, Kuwait

© Al Jawhara Tower- Floor 18,

Ali Al Salem Street- Al Salhiya,

Post Box# 28229-Safat 13056- Kuwait.
& Phone: +965-22072046
& Email: so|eskwi@himo|oyo—oir|ines.com

www.himalaya-airlines.com
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“ADD-ON
SERVICES

Pre-book them before you fly!

ravel
EXPLORE

E WORLED WITH WS/

I
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{3y "‘-..ll
WE PROVIDE TICKETING, TOUR & TREKKING SERVICES Pre-book your excess boggoge and get Pra-book your seat and travel with comfort
upto 40% off
FROM ANYWHERE TO EVERYWHERE,
BOOK YOUR TICKETS WITH US TODAY HOT MEAL LOUNGE
Pra-book your hot meal and enjoy onboard Pre-book lounge services and experience
comfort at airport
YACCA TRAVELS AND TOURS PVT. LTD
: ; s : For pre-booking, Contact: .
Moab: +977 98227 T4 200 whatsapp o i [ ——
Tel: 01-4001130 | 4001132 ;:,gf‘_;. Loy a¥e ﬁ 0. +977 1 4004110, +977 1 4004000 EXTN: 209/210 HIMALRAYA
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